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Lectionary
Acts 4:5-12 

or Micah 4:1-5 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
or Acts 4:5-12 

Luke 24:36b-48 
Psalm 98 or 98:1-5

April 19, 2015
The Third Sunday 

of Easter

8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

8:45 a.m.
Parish Breakfast*

8:50 a.m.
Praying for St. 

Andrew’s*

9:15 a.m.
Christian Education for 

All Ages*

10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer*

&
Preschool & K Chapel

&
Second Hour Sunday 
School for preschool*

11:15 a.m.
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program 
during the sermon*

11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir*

12:00 p.m.
VBS Lunch &

Planning Meeting*

5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer 

Light refreshments & 
discussion following in 

Koslow Library

6 :30 p.m.
Youth SNL

*Nursery

A few years ago I stumbled 
quite by accident upon the 
novel The Secret Battle by 
Sir Alan Patrick Herbert. 
The forward to the novel 
mentioned that Sir Winston 
Churchill had regarded it 
as the finest fictive account 
of WWI’s trench warfare 
ever written. But the novel was 
not really about the battle which 
had been fought in the trenches; 
rather it was about one man’s 
battle with his nerves, his terrible 
difficulty in advancing toward 
the enemy when destruction was 
everywhere and death was almost 
certain. The protagonist of the 
novel, Harry Penrose, desperately 
wanted to fulfill his military 
obligations well and with honor, 
but in the end he just seemed to 
lack what was required to do so. 
Like so many others, he was one 
of those “shot at dawn” for cowardice. But the reader is 
left disturbed by the story, for it seems poor Harry had 
been put in a place which simply required more than 
he had, more than he was. Is cowardice a choice of 
one’s will, and thereby utterly culpable? Or is, instead, 
cowardice simply a raw fact of certain people’s very 
biology, very nature? The adrenaline surge in a context 
of danger which triggers the fight or flight impulse, 
is it hard-wired into one’s biology? Is the amount of 
adrenaline shot into one’s system when in a perceived 
setting of danger pre-determined by one’s biology? 
What about the very different active responses of fight 
or flight – is that built into one’s very private and very 
individual endocrinological nature? Are there people 
who instinctively rush toward danger rather than away 
from it when the adrenaline trigger is pushed? 
What is at the heart of certain heroes’ ability to lay 
down their lives for others unhesitatingly? We have 
all heard of people who without even a single second 
to think about it hurl themselves on top of a hand 
grenade to save the lives of their fellow soldier friends. 
How is such a response possible? What is behind it?
I have always been of the theoretical conviction that 
inasmuch as we are all going to die, we might as well 
die well. I believe that in principle. The question is, in a 
setting of mortal danger, would my responses conform 
to this idea in my head or would I instead flee danger 
like a rabbit running for dear life away from the wolf? 
I don’t know. I am not such a fool as to claim what has 

as of yet remained unproved in 
this matter. But I think about 
it a lot. For the Scriptures 
do present cowardice as 
something which is shameful, 
culpable, blame-worthy.
The wicked flee when no one 
pursues, but the righteous are 
bold as a lion. (Proverbs 28:1)

One of the most striking effects 
of the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead is the way it changed 
the nature of his followers 
with respect to the universal 
human issue of the fear of 
death. We instinctively recoil 
from death. We instinctively 
cling to life. It’s not so much a 
choice as something automatic, 
indeed, autonomic. In this way 
the cowardly responses of the 
terrified disciples at the time of 
Jesus’ arrest and trial and death 

seem very human. Very understandable.
But the disciples of Jesus after, and only after, having 
confronted the crucified Jesus now risen from the 
dead and walking around disclosing himself to lots of 
people, seem to have been given an entirely different 
attitude toward death. It’s as though they have been 
given a different nature.
Rabbits turned into lions. Cowards turned into heroes.
How is this possible?
During this Eastertide we are confronting the new 
reality which is the fact of the literal and physical 
bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The 
evidences are many and diverse. We are to consider 
them all. But the one which really grips my 
imagination, as one who longs to be a lion rather than 
a rabbit, is the incredible change which comes upon 
these early witnesses.
I ask you – could anything less than a personal 
encounter with a resurrected Jesus be an adequate 
cause of so great a change? Think about it. Cowards re-
made into heroes. How is such a thing possible?
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same things, that through 
death he might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
(Hebrews 2:14-15)

Cowards and Their Secret Battle
by The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson

He is risen, he is risen!
Tell it out with joyful voice:

he has burst his three days’ prison;
let the whole wide earth rejoice:
death is conquered, man is free,

Christ has won the victory.

Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted,
with glad smile and radiant brow!
Lent’s long shadows have departed;

Jesus’ woes are over now,
and the passion that he bore-
sin and pain can vex no more.

He is risen,
He is risen!

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB/Easter/BEaster3.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch%3DActs%2B4%253A5-12%26version%3DESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch%3DMicah%2B4%253A1-5%26version%3DESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch%3D1%2BJohn%2B1%253A1-2%253A2%26version%3DESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch%3DActs%2B4%253A5-12%26version%3DESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/%3Fsearch%3DPsalm%2B98%26version%3DESV
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Women’s Ministry: She’s B-a-a-ck
by Marsland Moncrief

“She’s b-a-a-ck!” It had 
been a glorious Palm 
Sunday morning… the 
service, the inspiring 
music, the palm crosses 
and even a courtyard 
visit from “Sweetie”, 
the pet donkey had all 
in a joyous mood. As 
parishioners departed 
some eyes were drawn 
to the lantern hanging 
in the vestibule. “She’s 
ba-a-ck” many stated. Yes, another year had past, and she was 
back feathered in her nest with a flickering tail and a careful 
eye protecting her young ones or ones to be. The dove had 
come back. She had appeared last spring and after tending to 
her nest departed leaving the nest still intact. Her presence 
was an added joy to the morning, as well as a visual of one 
protecting their loved ones with a watchful eye.
Protecting one’s loved ones can be a full time job. It can be 
demanding as well as stressful at times. “She’s b-a-a-ck” was a 
statement made when as a chaperone of a teenage party, I had 
reappeared to inform that the party was over. My presence was 
not necessarily one of joy to many who wanted the party to 
continue, but it was my responsibility to have a watchful and 
protective eye on these “children”.
The visual of the dove in her nest on Palm Sunday was a 
timely one as the season of Lent and Holy Week are times 
when we are to look up with thankfulness for the sacrifice 

that Jesus made for us; 
thankfulness that He 
rose again and promises 
to be back. Thankfulness 
that in the meantime 
He has sent the Holy 
Spirit to protect his 
“nest” of loved ones. 
Thankfulness that we 
have ONE protecting us 
with a watchful eye.  

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water: and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on 
Him. Matthew 3:16
…and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form 
like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, ‘You are  My 
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’  Luke 3:22
John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending 
as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. “I 
did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize 
in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who 
baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ “I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.” John 1:32-34

…the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on 
Him. Yes, she’s b-a-a-ck nestled in the light safe and sound 
protecting and caring as He does for us. Rejoice! Rejoice!

Tickets are still available
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Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22:6
Students and teachers are so excited with the outcomes of the Read2Win program at De Zavala Elementary School. St. Andrew’s 
Volunteer Reading Coaches have committed their time and their reading and mentoring skills to give their first grade students 
the opportunity to improve their reading skills. Rose Anne Cranz, Howard Lovett, Laura Price, Tita Schmid, Rob Sell, Judy Mayo, 
Charlotte Laker and Sue and Bob Boileau have volunteered to make an effort to help these kids obtain grade level or better reading 
abilities that could be a key to a promising future in their education. Camilla Anderson, Principal, often greets our Volunteer 
Reading Coaches to ask how the students are doing and what more can be done. Sue and Bob Boileau come to school an hour early 
to assist in the classroom during the reading instruction period. Gary Lee, School Secretary, along with the first grade teachers, Elia 
Rodriguez, Corey Steinberg and Tigra Swan have organized the week’s reading material in a packet with a feedback sheet for our 
coaches to fill out to communicate with the teachers the students’ progress. Often three Volunteer Reading Coaches are all gathered 
together at the same time in the school auditorium coaching the students. The coaches like to inquire with other coaches what 
reading books they have brought from their homes for the students to read; Cowboy Andy; Play Ball, Amelia Bedelia; and Frog and 
Toad Together are a few of the books we have read together.
Tita Schmid has said, “I am so enjoying my students- both precious and they know their sight words and are reading well.” Laura 
Price has also said, “I am enjoying participating in this valuable program.” Judy Mayo says, “Serving as a reading coach at De Zavala 
Elementary this winter/spring semester has been a very enriching experience. Each of these young boys learns in slightly different ways, 
and I have learned to adjust my coaching style just a little to accommodate this. At the beginning of each session, I take just a couple 
of minutes to visit with them about the past weekend, which builds up the friendship and the trust level in these relationships. The 
principal and office staff at De Zavala are so very helpful and friendly, and the school, now 100 years old and located in the historic 
Fairmount neighborhood, is neat, clean and inviting, and such a close, easy drive from downtown.” 

Read2Win at De Zavala Elementary School
Debbie Mitchell, Campus Coach

FX is returning! Adults, families and children join together 
for a simple dinner and fellowship at 6:00 p.m. followed by 
an adult class and a special program for children; we finish by 
7:30 p.m.
The topic of FX this spring is “The Allure of Gentleness”. 
We wrestle with the difficult questions of life that can limit 
full commitment to Jesus and all that he teaches. The adults 
will have a presentation followed by Q&A and discussion. 
Children with have age appropriate lessons and activities.
As we study Jesus in the Gospels we are given a portrait 
of a magnetic person who treated genuine seekers with 
gentleness and respect. Although Jesus was able to deal sternly 
with people who had grown hard and mean through false 
religiosity, Jesus exhibited only compassion and humility for 
those who were struggling with some of the most difficult 
realities about life.
In FX we will look closely at the way Jesus treated people and 
think deeply about how we can draw upon Scripture to answer 
the hard questions and serious doubts. Then we will consider 
how we also might develop the inner character of Jesus and 
be persons filled with gentleness and respect toward others, 
especially those whose quest for faith is smothered by the hard 
questions.
As we will see, gentleness is not weakness but is an amazing 
power from God that enables us to listen to the struggles 

and doubts of others 
without defensiveness, 
contempt or pride. 
Gentleness is closely 
related to humility.
This enriching 
experience for adults 
will be inspired by 
Dallas Willard’s 
posthumously 
published book, The Allure of Gentleness. Although FX will 
not be a study of Dallas’ book, reading the book will give 
depth to what we explore together in the class and will be a 
resource you can refer to when people ask you questions about 
hard issues or Christian believing and living. Dallas’ book will 
be available for $20 on Sunday mornings in Moncrief Hall as 
well as at FX gatherings on Wednesday evenings.

Details at a Glance
FX: The Allure of Gentleness

Wednesdays, April 22 - May 27, 6:00 - 7:30 pm; 
Dinner served at 6:00 pm in Moncrief Hall

Please make nursery reservations 
for infants through five year olds.

If you have questions, 
please call Canon McCrary at 214-663-7774 (mobile).

The Allure of Gentleness:
Answering the Hard Questions That Smother Faith

 Wednesday Evening FX Event for Adults and Children, Beginning April 22
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Start Now to Think About VBS!
VBS is just two months away now, and planning is moving 
into high gear! Will you consider joining the VBS team this 
year ? There are many slots (to fit all personalities) which 
need filling. The work days and work nights are fun for all 
ages, and each year lasting friendships are forged through 
the ministry of VBS. You can help just a little or a lot, in 
advance of the week or during the week itself. Come, step 
into the Lord’s super VBS Team! 

VBS 2015!
“Trust and Obey: 

Superheroes God’s Way”
June 15-19 | 9:30 to 12:30 daily

for ages 3-12
Preteens & teens with required training may volunteer to help.

Interested in helping out? Don’t miss the

VBS Lunch Planning Meeting: 
this Sunday, April 19, 12:00 to 1:15 p.m.

Youth Room 3 in Ryan House. 
Nursery provided and activities for older children.

Come join us!

Children’s Ministry: The Joyful Easter Season...Celebrating the Great Fifty Days!
by Judy Mayo

Rejoicing in the Deepest Way
The great cry of Easter that Jesus is alive 
and “Christ has risen!” lasts for far more 
than one day. The season of Easter lasts 
from Easter Day until the Day of Pentecost 
(or Whitsunday), a period of 50 days. This 
period in the church year has come to be 
called The Great Fifty Days. 

As we teach our children, the period of Lent lasts for 40 
days (commemorating the forty days our Lord spent in the 
wilderness, in prayer and fasting). Then Jesus rose from the 
dead on Easter morning, and for 40 days he walked the earth, 
appearing in differing ways and in various and diverse settings 
to many different groups of people – sometimes just one or 
two, sometimes ten or eleven, and once, even to a group of five 
hundred. Though Jesus most definitely had a body and was not 
a ghost, it was nevertheless a radiant, resurrection body which 
did not have the physical limitations which our mortal bodies 
have.Though his followers sometimes did not recognize him, 
at least at first, they knew it was Jesus when he spoke their 
names or cooked breakfast for them, or blessed food and ate 
with them. The study of Jesus post-resurrection appearances 
to his disciples and friends and to many different groups is a 
fascinating study! This study will be our focus in Children’s 
Sunday School the next couple of weeks. 
Forty days after Easter, Jesus took his 11 disciples (remember, 
Judas had hanged himself), up on the Mount of Olives, gave 
them parting words, and then ascended into heaven. (Luke 24, 
Acts 1) Ascension Day, which always falls on a Thursday and 
comes 40 days after Easter, was added to the Church calendar 
in the 4th century. It is a part of the Easter season, and we shall 
talk with our children about this very special day in a few weeks. 
The Great Fifty Days culminate in and conclude with the Day 
of Pentecost (also called Whitsunday), which falls on a Sunday, 
exactly 50 days after Easter. (You can read the Scriptural account 
of Pentecost in Acts 2). This year Pentecost will fall on May 24. 
This great festival day is called the “birthday of the Christian 
Church,” and we will be celebrating this day with proper fanfare 
with our children. So many important events, narratives, and 
teachings are a part of the beautiful Easter season. It is a season 
of deep and abiding JOY! Because Christ rose from the grave 
and is now seated at the Father’s right hand in heaven, He has 
promised US the free gift of eternal life with Him…..which can 
begin right NOW! “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ!”- I Corinthians 15:57 

Mite Box Report
It is a great joy to report that our 2015 Lenten Mite Box 
Offering, benefitting Iglesia San Miguel, delivered a check 
on April 11th totaling $4,185. This is a most wonderful 
ingathering! It was a delight to be able to hand deliver this check 
to Canon Sergio Diaz, the vivacious, well loved vicar of Iglesia 
San Miguel, this past Saturday. The people of San Miguel send 

their deep thanks to St. Andrew’s for this love offering. They 
are, in many ways, partners of St. Andrew’s in spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus. Many thanks to our congregation for their great 
support of this historic offering!

Prayer Book Presentation set for April 26
The presentation of beautiful, personalized black leather 1928 
Prayer Books to all members of this year’s Youth Confirmation 
Class will take place on Sunday, April 26, during the 10:30 
service. By long tradition, these books are the very kind, 
generous gift of an anonymous couple in our parish.The 
students’ names are imprinted in gold on the outside of the 
books and inscribed in calligraphy on the interior presentation 
pages. This is an exciting day for our young people!
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Altar Flowers
The flowers for Sunday, April 19

are given to the glory of God
at the Church, Chapel, 

& the Children’s Chapel altars

“in celebration of 
fifty-five years of married bliss”
by Ron & Margarete Weatherill

that began on Easter Even, 
April 16, 1960 

in Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

•

Birthdays

5

Marriage

Jennifer Everman 
& Jason Rogers 

April 12, 2015

•

Baptisms
Chelsea Bouldin

& children

Brooklyn Irene Gilmore
Emma Grace Bouldin

Annabel Marie Bouldin
wife & daughters of

Jeff Bouldin

April 12, 2015

•

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 3

at the 10:30 a.m. service

The Right Reverend Jack Leo Iker 
will preach and preside

Reception following in Moncrief Hall 
honoring the Bishop and the Confirmands.

nursery will be available.

A

Birth
Wynn Thomas Robbins

son  of
Haley & Norman Robbins III

grandson of
Pam & Norman Robbins 

nephew of
Ashley Robbins 

and Lindsay & Drew Martin

cousin of
Mary McKay Martin

April 12, 2015

April 20
Mary Lynn 

Haines
Victoria Hiles

April 21
Bob Grable

Dennis Ward
Martha Dowling

April 22
William Knight

April 23
Jackie Prowse

Holt James
Clare Dye

April 24
B.W. Garrison
James Banks

Frances Eldridge
Wade McMullen

Paul Mitchell
Brittany Timmons
Jackie Rakestraw

April 25
Pauline Palm
Lily Runnels

Mahjong Players of 
St. Andrew’s

Come enjoy the ancient Chinese tile game of 
Mahjong!

The 2nd Thursday of each month
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Our Kitchen provides a modest lunch. If you 
have a Mahjong set, please do bring it with you!

Interested players contact Danielle Sunbarger 
for reservations, at dansun64@Sunbarger.com

or 817-937-6899.

mailto:dansun64%40Sunbarger.com?subject=


Saturday, April 25
9:00 a.m. Eddleman McFarland Scholarship   
  Interviews, Sunday School rooms 
Sunday, April 26
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast, Koslow
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
  Moncrief & Sunday School areas
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, with Prayer Book   
  Presentation to youth confirmands*   
  Church
10:30 a.m. Preschool & K Chapel, *
  Children’s Chapel
11:00 a.m. Preschool Second Hour of Sunday   
  School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s 
  Program during sermon,* 
  Youth Room 3
11:45 a.m. Children’s Choir,* Choir Room
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with Holy    
  Communion, Chapel
  light refreshments & discussion   
  following in Koslow
6:30 p.m. Youth SNL, Offsite
  * Nursery available

Weekday Worship Schedule
Tuesday
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion
  (The first Tuesday of the month,  
  Holy Unction will be dispensed.)
Thursday
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion

Daily Schedule
Monday, April 20 
Tuesday, April 21
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,  
                     Chapel & Koslow
10:45 a.m. Women of St. Andrew’s Annual  
  Fundraiser Luncheon & Book  
  Review,* Moncrief
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
1:30  p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
Wednesday, April 22
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow
4:15 p.m. Vestry, Koslow
6:00 p.m. FX study series,* Moncrief
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* 
  Choir Room
Thursday, April 23
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline
Friday, April 24

Prayer Chain 
Requests

Names may be submitted 
to Carrie Brent at 817-738-6496 

and/or Patti Parrish 
at parrishuc@mac.com 

Permission should be obtained 
before submitting the name of 
someone other than oneself.

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
917 Lamar Street Ft. Worth, Texas 76102 
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724 
Email: church@st-andrew.com

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, 
except bi-weekly during the summer and the week after 
Christmas, by St. Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid 
at Fort Worth, TX. USPS 5898-90.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102.

The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. 
 Bishop 
The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 
 Rector
The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie 
 Vicar for Parish Ministry
The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 
 Dir. of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Formation

Kendall Felton   Dir. of Student 
   Ministries
Jason Runnels, PhD  Choirmaster
Glenda Robinson   Organist
Elisabeth Gray McKeachie  Harpist in Residence
Judy Mayo   Dir. of Children’s 
   Ministries
Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
   Ministries
Peggy Rush   Editor/Publications

Mission Statement
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in the 
beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the lost to 
Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and empower 
every member for ministry; and to spread God’s kingdom 
through charitable, righteous works locally and globally.

Visit our website
www.st-andrew.com 

for more on Calendar & Events, 
under the Get Connected tab.

Adult Education
Jesus among other Gods

April 12 - May 24 | Sundays 
9:15-10:15 am

Join us for a new series this Eastertide, 
Jesus Among Other Gods. We will 

explore the claims of Jesus, particularly 
his “I Am” statements in the Gospel of 
St. John. We will examine how these 

claims conflict with the claims of 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, and 
the absolute necessity of turning to the 

One who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.

BECOME BRAND NEW   

Jesus was the perfect, sinless, once-for-
all sacrificial lamb.  On the third day 
after his crucifixion, he rose from the 
tomb and conquered death through 
his bodily resurrection.  The scriptures 
reveal the mystery that believers too 
become brand new in Christ.  This 
means that the physical life lived in 
the here and now is oriented to a new 
future hope. Worldly gains that are 
short-lived are exchanged for kingdom 
gains that are eternal. The sin that once 
defiled and tarnished our lives has lost 
its condemning power.  The believer’s 
new life in Christ is now guarded by 
a power that promises the merciful 
and extravagant blessing of something 
brand new.

I Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to 
an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who by God’s 
power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.

Woman Weighing Pearls (Woman Weighing Gold) 
c. 1662-64 (110 Kb); Oil on canvas, 42.5 x 38 cm; 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 

Worldly gains that are short-lived are 
exchanged for kingdom gains that are 
eternal...

According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
revealed in the last time.
I Peter 1:3-5

mailto:parrishuc%40mac.com?subject=
http://www.st-andrew.com
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