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August 23, 2015
The Thirteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

8:45 a.m.
Parish Breakfast*

8:50 a.m.
Prayers for the Church*

9:15 a.m.
Christian Education*

for all ages

10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer*

10:30 a.m.
Preschool Chapel*

10:50 a.m.
Second Hour Sunday 
School for preschool*

11:15 a.m.
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program 

during sermon*

5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer

discussion and light 
refreshments following in 

Koslow Library

*Nursery

Lectionary
Sunday, August 23
Joshua 24:1-2a,14-25

Ephesians 5:21-33
John 6:60-69

Psalm 16 or 34:15-22

Lectionary
Sunday, August 30
Deuteronomy 4:1-9
Ephesians 6:10-20
Mark 7:1-8,14-15,

21-23
Psalm 15

As I mentioned in my 
sermon of this past 
Sunday, I recently 
took my five-year 
old grandson to the 
IMAX to see ROBOTS 
3D. Cash Danger 
seemed appropriately 
impressed by the 
whole presentation of 
the advances which 
have been made in 
the development of 
“android” robots. 
They really do now have many shockingly human 
capabilities. 
Perhaps the day is soon coming when some of 
us will have android robots for roommates, for 
servants, even for “special friends.” Did anyone 
else see the strange movie “Her” where the main 
character played by Joaquin Phoenix falls in 
love with the operating system of his computer? 
Creepy premise. But the fetching voice of Scarlett 
Johansson speaking through his operating system 
made the attraction somewhat understandable. 
Perhaps Apple’s next improvement of Siri will be 
to give her Scarlett’s voice. Now that would be 
interesting! 
But I stray. The point is that advances in the 
development of computers and advances in the 
development of human-like robots are almost 
beyond belief at this point. But one thing that still 
seriously separates these “mechanical humans” 
from the real thing in flesh and blood is the 
terrible difficulty these robots have in walking. 
Oh sure, they can walk fairly well over a flat, 
smooth surface with no objects strewn across the 
floor, but fill the room with obstacles over which 
they must carefully step, and then the fun begins. 
Android robots have a tendency to fall over all 
the time. At one point in the little movie they 
explained the matter simply. Walking is difficult 
because walking is in its very nature “controlled 
falling.” Think about it. We are leaning slightly 
forward and beginning to tip over and then at 
just the right moment we harness the energy of 

what is essentially the 
beginning of a fall by 
moving a foot forward 
to re-stabilize the body 
and convert a fall into 
forward motion. It is 
easy to understand 
how a motion which 
has falling in the very 
center of it will be 
difficult to replicate 
with humanoid 
machines and also 
why real humans more 

often than we wish find ourselves on the ground.
A fascinating fact about both testaments, Old and 
New, is how often either the Hebrew word for walk 
 or the equivalent Greek word (περιπατέω) (ךלה)
are used quite broadly and existentially to mean 
“to live.” It is so common in the writings of John 
and Paul that one might have imagined that it was 
just a common “Greek” metaphor. But in fact, it 
is not common in Classical Greek to find the verb 
περιπατέω meaning “to live.” This seems to be a 
special significance which comes straight from 
the Old Testament and its early translation into 
Greek. It is my intention in the next few months 
to understand this linguistic/theological fact more 
deeply
But even now, prior to having devoted much time 
to the question, it is easy to see the appropriateness 
of the imagery of walking with reference to the 
way we live our lives in this world because of our 
falling so frequently and so easily. If the Original 
Fall of humankind through the sin of Adam and 
Eve in the garden is that theological disaster 
which corrupted human nature and placed us in 
a problematic position with God, ourselves, and 
the rest of the creation, the unstable nature of our 
current lives is our constant reminder. We fall all 
the time because we are by nature fallen and falling 
creatures.
James states, “For we all stumble in many ways.” 
(James 3:20)
And Solomon, “Surely there is not a righteous man 
on earth who does good and never sins.” 

Cont’d on page 2

Bipedal Ambulation aka “Controlled Falling”
by the Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson
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(Ecclesiastes 7:20)
And John, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” (I John 1:8)
And this being so, there are two major implications:
1)  It won’t do to attempt to hide our sins from our loving and 

omniscient Heavenly Father. It is critical that we confess 
daily and openly to God our sins and trespasses.

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. (I John 1:9)
Those who have adopted the Anglican Rule of Life, the Daily 
Office, are led into a confession of our sins every morning and 
every evening.
“Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God.”

2)  Secondly, we must live our lives as a community of fellow 
“walkers” who will give one another a hand and lift one 
another up off the ground when we do fall.

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him 
who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10)
The life of those who walk wisely and carefully must be 
characterized by both spiritual humility and honesty, and by the 
eager readiness to help one other when someone has taken a 
topple. It is our calling. It is our life. Let us embrace it and by the 
power of God’s Spirit living with us fulfill it.
“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15-16)

Cont’d from page 1

Daily Office
Monday - Thursday

Morning prayer 8:30 a.m.
Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m.

The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite 
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Commence and complete your daily journey in the prayerful presence of  your Lord and Creator. This is 

a wonderful practice in learning to walk the Christian walk.
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Ann and I have been on so many Alpha courses we have lost track of the number. Every time we have been 
on Alpha - first as guests, then as helpers and leaders - we have gained something important for our lives 
and our relationship with the Lord.  And our love for one another and other people always grows.

Many church members often have a misunderstanding of Alpha; that it’s only for beginners.  While it is 
true that Alpha is a great environment for non-churchgoers to explore life and to check out the claims of 
Christianity for themselves, longtime Christians almost always find something valuable for their own lives.  
No one seems to outgrow Alpha spiritually.

What would I find on Alpha?
•	 A	series	of	ten	weekly	sessions	with	a	main	talk	and	some	time	to	say	what	you	think.	It’s	fun,	

relaxed	and	free,	and	you	can	ask	and	discuss	anything	you	like	(that’s	why	over	27	million	
people	worldwide	have	already	tried	Alpha	in	169	countries	and	112	languages.)

•	 A	way	to	go	deeper	in	your	faith
•	 A	great	place	to	connect	with	others	and	make	new	friends

Come one time - get a taste of Alpha and some good barbecue

Come	to	the	Alpha	Launch	Party	on	Wednesday,	September	16,	6:00	-	8:00	pm.		Then,	decide	if	you	
want	to	come	back	the	next	Wednesday,	September	23,	when	the	Alpha	course	begins	at	6:00	p.m.		If	
you	want	to	continue,	great!		No	pressure.		If	you	decide	not	to	come	back,	no	one	will	contact	you	and	
no	one	will	chase	you.

Is Alpha for Me?
by Canon Ron McCrary

The fun party at a glance:
•	 Wednesday, September 16, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
•	 Warm welcome and lots of fun
•	 Railhead Barbecue and Live Music in Moncrief 

Hall
•	 Fun for kids -- bounce house in the parking lot, 

special kids’ activities and food.  Infants through 
5th grade.  Please make reservations for childcare: 
alpha@st-andrew.com or the church office (817) 332-
3191

•	 Free of charge
•	 Bring a guest!
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Sunday, August 30
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Moncrief Hall
Recognition of children & teens of all ages!

Celebration honoring all our 
youth & adult volunteers!

Ribbons, medals, & small gifts for all, 
as well as Attendance & Bible Olympics Awards.

Light lunch provided…Nursery open
A great day to applaud 

all our children and youth!

SUNDAY SCHOOL BACK-TO-SCHOOL CELEBRATION!

We are rounding out the summer with several special studies and programs, as follows:

August 23:  Friendship, God’s Way  (The Story of David and Jonathan), for pre-K children  

 Onward, Christian Soldiers  (Putting on the armor of God), for K through 5th Grade  (Karate   
 demonstration by Anna and Pat Burleson, plus exercises in putting on the Word of God) 

August 30:  Solomon asks God for Wisdom and Builds the Temple, for pre-K children 

 Special Program: with Molly Bryant, for K through 5th Grade

September 6:  Topical studies for Labor Day weekend, followed by ice cream sundaes.

September 13: RALLY DAY!!  Festive Children’s Entertainment provided!

September 20:  New Fall Classes for all ages begin.

            CHILDREN’S THEME:  Fall 2015:  “Fall into Step with Jesus!”

Children’s Ministry:  Upcoming Studies
by Judy Mayo



Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
917 Lamar Street Ft. Worth, Texas 76102 
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724 
Email: church@st-andrew.com

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, 
except bi-weekly during the summer and the week after 
Christmas, by St. Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid 
at Fort Worth, TX. USPS 5898-90.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102.

The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. 
 Bishop 
The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 
 Rector
The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie 
 Vicar for Parish Ministry
The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 
 Dir. of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Formation
The Rev’d Lance Lormand 
 Deacon and Curate 

Kendall Felton   Dir. of Student 
   Ministries
Jason Runnels, PhD  Choirmaster
Glenda Robinson   Organist
Elisabeth Gray McKeachie  Harpist in Residence
Judy Mayo   Dir. of Children’s 
   Ministries
Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
   Ministries
Peggy Rush   Editor/Publications

Mission Statement
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Weekday Worship Schedule
Tuesday
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion
  (The first Tuesday of the month,   
  Holy Unction will be offered.)
Thursday
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Daily Schedule
Monday, August 24
Senior Ministry Santa Fe Trip departs
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
Tuesday, August 25
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,   
  Chapel & Koslow 
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
1:30  p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
Wednesday, August 26
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow
4:15 p.m. Vestry Meeting, Koslow
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice,* Choir Room
Thursday, August 27
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline
Friday, August 28
12:00 p.m. Office Closes

Sunday, August 30
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Koslow
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
  Koslow & Sunday School areas
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, * Church
10:50 a.m. Preschool Second Hour of Sunday   
  School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s 
  Program during sermon,* Youth Room 3
11:45 a.m. Sunday School Awards Ceremony,*   
  Moncrief
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
  discussion & light refreshments   
  following, Koslow
Monday, August 31
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
Tuesday, September 1
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,   
  Chapel & Koslow 
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
1:30  p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
Wednesday, September 2
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow
6:00 p.m. Alpha Team Training, Koslow
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice,* Choir Room
Thursday, September 3
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel

5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline
Friday, September 4
12:00 p.m. Office Closes
Sunday, September 6
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Koslow
8:50 a.m. Prayer Troop Service,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
  Koslow & Sunday School areas
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion, * Church
10:50 a.m. Preschool Second Hour of Sunday   
  School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s 
  Program during sermon,* Youth Room 3
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Celebration,* Moncrief
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
  discussion & light refreshments   
  following, Koslow

* Nursery available

Visit our website
www.st-andrew.com 

for more on Calendar & Events.

Prayer Chain Requests
Names may be submitted 

to Carrie Brent at 817-738-6496 
and/or Patti Parrish 

at parrishuc@mac.com 

Rally Day 2015
at St. Andrew’s

Sunday, September 13 
at 11:45 a.m. in Moncrief Hall

St. Andrew’s Gift Exchange
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us let us use them...
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