
 

 

May 25, 2014 
The Fifth Sunday  

after Easter Day 

Rogation Sunday 

Acolyte & Senior Sunday 

8:00 a.m.  
Holy Communion  

8:45 a.m. 
Parish Breakfast* 

8:50 a.m.  
Prayers for the Church* 

9:15 a.m. 
Christian Education* 

for all ages 

10:30 a.m. 
Morning Prayer* 

Graduating Seniors &  
Senior Acolytes recognized 

10:30 a.m. 
Preschool Chapel* 

followed by second hour 
Sunday School at 10:50 a.m. 

11:15 a.m. 
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program  

during sermon* 

11:45 a.m. 
Children’s Choir* 

5:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer* 

in the Chapel followed by Bible 
Study & light refreshments in 

Koslow Library 
 

Nursery 

The Lectionary 

Acts 17:22-31 

or Isaiah 41:17-20 

1 Peter 3:8-18 

John 15:1-8 

Psalm 148 or 148:7-14 
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THE  MESSENGER  
SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

(cont’d on page 2) 

I have been pondering the 
unique character of our 
worship at St. Andrew’s. I am 
trying to understand more 
deeply just why it moves me 
the way it does. It would not 
be unfair to say it completely 
levels me. I know quite a 
number of you feel the same 
way. But I also want to make 
sense of the descriptive 
language of visitors telling me 
how they experience it. I’m 
fond of asking that question. 
And although a variety of 
words are heard when 
listening to visitors on the 
question, all of those words in 
one way or another generally 
seem to cluster around the 
notion of transcendent beauty. 
Now obviously, much much 
more could be said about the 
nature and the significance of 
our worship than I can say in a page and a 
half. But I would like to focus upon just that 
one aspect of the experience, transcendent 
beauty, and to say a word about its 
significance. 

Now I realize that in saying that our worship 
at St. Andrew’s is generally marked by 
transcendent beauty, it might sound as though 
I’m being self-congratulatory. But truly, that 
is not my point. My point is not so much that 
we are doing something very well; rather, my 
point is that we are doing something very 
important. 

Let’s take this past Sunday evening’s Choral 
Evensong and reception as illustrative of the 
point. The service was astonishingly beautiful, 
and the beauty of the evening continued on 
seamlessly as we all headed into Koslow 
library for a champagne and ice cream 
reception. It might be fair to say it all moved 
beyond being merely beautiful to being 
entirely magical. It was to me dreamlike in its 
perfection! 

Now in my opinion, there was an almost 
overwhelming beauty in our stately historic 
Anglican liturgy itself, in the music provided 
and led by our expert musicians, in the late 
afternoon light shining through our stained 

glass into a semi-darkened and 
yet almost divinely radiant 
church, and then in the sacred 
truths placed before us by the 
readings and explored briefly 
in the homily. 

Since I was in this instance the 
homilist, permit me to say just 
a brief word about the relation 
between the theme of those 
readings and our shared 
perceptions of Sunday 
evening’s transcendent beauty. 
Both the reading from Daniel 
12 and the second reading 
from I Thessalonians 4 spoke 
to the amazing truth that in the 
general resurrection from the 
dead, the graves will be 
emptied and humanity will 
once again be restored to its 
intended unity of material 
animality and eternal 

spirituality. I mentioned C. S. Lewis’ great 
statement on this two-fold character of 
humanity. 

“Humans are amphibians...half spirit and 
half animal...as spirits they belong to the 
eternal world, but as animals they inhabit 
time. This means that while their spirit can 
be directed to an eternal object, their 
bodies, passions, and imaginations are in 
continual change, for to be in time, means 
to change.” 

And I argued that the materiality of our 
resurrection bodies proves that “God’s 
redemptive intentions are cosmic in scope 
and involve not merely saving humanity 
from this world but instead saving humanity 
along with this world, this created order.” 

Now how does all this pertain to the saints’ 
experience of transcendent beauty in the 
context of worship? Very directly. In our 
lives as humans, our experience of beauty is 
mediated to us through our senses. And our 
senses are grounded in our materiality, 
which is to say our bodies. Thus, humanity’s 
experience of beauty is in fact sensual. We 
experience beauty as something which is 
sensate, not merely ethereal or notional. So 
when our senses are just filled up with the 

WITH OUR SENSES FILLED UP TO OVERFLOWING 
by The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 

I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you 

can do nothing.  John 15:5 

Detail of Christ in Majesty Leonard Porter 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA/Easter/AEaster6.html
//psf/Home/Documents/34http:/www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=ESV11
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beauty of God’s person as considered and experienced in 
the beauty of Christian worship, something very special 
is happening. There is, even if only for a few moments, 
that perfect unity of animal sensuality and heavenly or 
spiritual focus which is uniquely characteristic of the 
essential nature of the amphibious human creature as 
God intended it. 

Now obviously all authentic Christian worship is 
ultimately about glorifying, honoring, pleasing God 
himself. It’s not about us. The object of our worship is 
our creator and redeemer. But an interesting by-product 
of our worshiping God in the beauty of holiness is that 
there is a momentary realignment of God’s creative 
intentions for his image-bearers which we experience 
and which we show forth to an on-looking universe. 
(Yes, even the angels gaze upon this sight with 
astonished amazement! Eph. 4:10, I Peter 1:12) In sum, 
in a context of worship characterized by transcendent 
beauty, we are more authentically human than at any 

other time in our lives. And it is not surprising. For we 
are drawing into the very presence of the One whose 
image we bear. A vision of heaven, really. A foretaste of 
realities yet to occur! 

Or as described by the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, we are truly those … who have once and for 
all been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 
and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age 
to come. 

So let us embrace the gift of transcendent beauty in our 
Christian worship and come to know a little more 
deeply, more truly something about our real nature and 
our ultimate destiny. We are not merely animals. We are 
not merely spirits. We are embodied spirits who 
experience sensuously the source of all beauty in our 
beautiful, indeed heavenly, worship.  

Today I would like to focus on the role of the choir. First, one must 
understand what a choir is. A choir is “a group of singers who per-
form together either in unison, or much more usually, in parts. In 
English, but in no other language, a distinction is often made be-
tween ‘choir’ and ‘chorus’: an ecclesiastical body of singers is in-
variably called a choir...‘chorus’ is generally preferred for large 
groups of secular provenance.” This definition taken from The New 
Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians provides a pleasant point 
to begin our discussion, the term “choir” being reserved for religious 
groups. This is what we have at St. Andrew’s, a choir. 

In truth, any group of people that sings during a religious service 
could be considered a choir. When the congregation sings of its faith 
as a unit it fulfills the role of choir. The Bible gives us very little in-
formation about choirs other than references to their existence. We 
automatically go to 1stand 2ndChronicles for descriptions of Temple 
worship and the use of music. Unfortunately, the scriptures mention 
“singers” rather than “choirs.” What is important is that we see the 
appointment of singers who lead in worship. The prophet Nehe-
miah uses the term towdah to refer to a group of singers assigned to 
the city walls for rededication. Concordances define this term more 
specifically as “confession, praise, or thanksgiving.” The term ap-
pears somewhere between 30 and 40 times in the Old Testament 
indicating that these three things are indeed important in daily life, 
not to mention worship. 

Now that we know what a choir is, let us see what a choir does. The 
easiest answer is “sing” but they should do more than that. Music is 
a vital part of Hebrew life as evidenced in Scriptures. There are nu-
merous references to singing (shiyr in Hebrew which is related to 
the Sanskrit, shur). Not only was it important, it was also a com-
mand and not something that only certain people did. 1 Chronicles 
16:9 reads, “Sing to him; sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous 
works!” We can see that as a body of believers, we are told to sing 
to God, all of us. But, the choir has a special role. 

Musicians were established to perform a specific role in worship. 1 
Chronicles 15:16 notes David’s mandate to appoint singers to “raise 
sounds of joy.” Notice two things, first they raise sounds of joy in 
worship. This includes confession, which is not always joyful but 

does lead to the ability to be joyful. Next they are appointed to sing 
as a group. These men were priests, Levites, and had duties as 
priests to the children of Israel. They were leaders in worship. 

Today, the choir continues this practice of leading the congregation 
in worship. The choir is here to help the congregation express its 
love and thanks to God for the things he has done. Sometimes, as 
during Lent, the job of the choir is to lead in confession by singing 
words of penitence and admission. This is not an easy job but be-
cause of the choir’s love of God and his people, they participate. 

One thing that I want each of you to understand is that I emphati-
cally do not think the choir sings merely to perform or put on a 
show. While the music may sound lovely, and we appreciate your 
compliments and support, that is not the main reason for our being 
here on Sunday mornings. We are here to lead you, the fellow be-
liever or non-believer, in understanding God better. We are also here 
to lead you in your praise, thanksgiving and confession to God. As 
John Playford (1623-1686) stated, “The first and chief use of music 
is for the service and praise of God, whose gift it is. The second use 
is for the solace of men… as a temporary blessing to recreate and 
cheer men after long study and weary labor.” 

Let the choir lead you and worship with you in the service. Listen to 
the music as it lifts your soul in praise and meditate on the words as 
they direct your thoughts to God. Participate with the choir by sing-
ing the hymns and canticles. It encourages us to hear your wonder-
ful voices each week. 

I would like to take this last moment to offer you all a formal invita-
tion. The Choir of St. Andrew’s will be taking the Sundays in July 
off, a bit of well-deserved rest. That means we need some volun-
teers to sing in the stalls for four Sundays: July 6, 13, 20, and 27. 
There will be no choral anthems, only hymns and canticles to be 
sung. This is a wonderful chance to experience worship from the 
front of the congregation and as a leader in song. For 
all who are interested, we will meet in the choir stalls 
on July 6 at 9:45 am to prepare for the service. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call me at 817-
584-7180 or email me at: jrunnels@st-andrew.com. 
I look forward to singing with you. 

THE ROLE OF THE CHOIR 
by Jason Runnels, Choirmaster 
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Life is not always a bed of roses 
nor is it always a bed of thorns. 
But one could testify that life is a 
bed of roses with thorns, thorns 
that can sometimes steal those 
beautiful and fragrant moments. 
“Please someone get me out of 
the briar patch!” Are you living a 
life where everything is coming 
up roses or are you experiencing 
a real thorn in your side with 
discouragement or another life 
challenge? 

There is an old legend about two 
little girls who moved into a new 
house with a garden. The first 
little girl went out to look at the 
garden and came back dolefully, 
saying, “Mother, the garden is a 
sad place; all the rose bushes 
have thorns on them.” The 
second child returned joyfully, 
saying, “Oh, Mother, the garden is a wonderful place; all the 
thorn bushes have roses on them.” The American Medical 
Association printed this tale/ publication (December 1949) as a 
reflection on the divergent attitudes towards life. What is your 
attitude towards life? Do you feel betrayed or that you were 
given the short end of the stick? Have you not forgotten… 
you were never promised a rose garden free of thorns? 

Adam was promised the perfect rose garden. 
Thorns and thistles were not prevalent until he 
disobeyed the word of God. Then Adam had 
to deal with them, struggling to survive and 
provide for a family.  

And the Lord God made all kinds of trees  
grow out of the ground- 

trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.  
In the middle of the garden were the tree of life  

and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
Genesis 2: 9 

To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it.’ 

Cursed is the ground because of you: through painful toil  
you will eat of it all the days of your life. 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
And you will eat the plants of the field.’ 

Genesis 3: 17-18 

Genesis 3:18 is the first of many scripture sightings concerning 
thorns. While a thorn may be considered a protective modified 
branch that prevents predators from attacking, a thorn is still a 
sharp woody spine which can quickly get one’s attention causing 
discomfort, discouragement and pain.  

Adam had to learn the hard way. 
If only he had stopped to smell the 
roses, expressing gratitude for the 
beauty that surrounded him. If 
only he had been obedient to 
God’s word, his life would have 
been so much better. Is your life 
an “if only”? How do you express 
your thankfulness for the many 
blessings that provide you with a 
rose garden? 

‘We can complain because rose 
bushes have thorns, or rejoice 

because thorn bushes have roses.’ 

This popular quotation by 
Abraham Lincoln is about 
achieving the proper perspective 
in life. What is your perspective in 
life? Do you find those thorns in 
your side beneficial for your 
growth? Is your garden a sad 

 place or a wonderful place? 

There is a popular game circulating around which 
somehow I was unaware of until recently when my 
grandchildren stated that the rose of their day was 
going to church with M&M. The game is called 

“Rose Thorn Bud”. It is a family game which can 
be played anytime but preferably at dinner or 

bedtime. The purpose of the game is for 
each participant to share the rose of their 
day (the best part); the thorn of their day 
(the worst part) and the bud (what you 

are looking forward towards tomorrow). 
You are forced to find the positive even when you 

have had a day that felt like one big thorn. The reflections allow the 
family to acknowledge the bad things that happen and process 
them. It is a time which allows talking about making mistakes and 
learning from them, and it is a time to look towards a better 
tomorrow… to stop and smell the roses! 

What was your rose for the day… your thorn… your bud?  

‘By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick  
grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?’ 

Matthew 7:16 

‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 
Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs 
from thorn bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings 

good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 

the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.’ 
Luke 6: 43-45 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY: Stop and Smell the Roses 
by Marsland Moncrief 
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by Judy Mayo 
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It’s Graduation Time! 
It’s “that time of year,” for sure… the very busy but wonderful 
month of May! There are end-of-school awards ceremonies, piano 
and dance recitals, band banquets, sports celebrations… and then 
there are GRADUATIONS of all kinds, involving all ages! There 
are preschool to college and graduate school graduations! There are 
mortarboards of all sizes, denoting many different “rites of pas-
sage” in life. Caps and gowns and school flags and banners hang in 
auditoriums, coliseums, and stadiums as students march in and take 
their seats for the long-awaited day. Proud parents, grandparents, and 
friends “pack the galleries” with cameras poised to “capture the special 
moment.” Plenty of excitement, joy and pride are evident. These “rites 
of passage” in our society are well marked and celebrated. 

For forty days after his resurrection, Jesus walked the earth and 
appeared to many different people, speaking to them in different 
ways to prepare them for a “rite of passage”… life without his 
physical presence. In actuality, the whole three years of his active, 
adult ministry were preparing them for the time when he would no 
longer be with them in the flesh. He taught them, encouraged them, 
challenged them, at times scolded them, and set for them an unfor-
gettable, very practical example of what “kingdom living” looked 
like. He used commonplace objects and illustrations in his daily 
teaching, things to which his hearers could easily relate, and he 
lived in the “dust and grind” of daily life in Israel.  

Then, right before his ascension into heaven from atop a mountain, 
He gave His disciples some final instructions, which we now call 
the Great Commission. I like to think of these words as Jesus’ 
farewell “Commencement Address.” Here they are: “Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And lo, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:19-20 

There we have it in a nutshell… marching orders for the earliest 
Christians and for US today! So simple and yet so far-reaching and 
so challenging. Thanks be to God we have the promise of that final 
sentence, “Lo, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Ten 
days after the ascension of Christ, as Jesus’ first band of disciples 
and other believers gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them (as promised), and they received 
“power from on high” to live boldly for Jesus. That’s the story of 
Pentecost, found in Acts 2, which we will celebrate in Sunday 
School on June 8. 

This Sunday, May 25, is the Fifth Sunday after Easter Day, also 
called Rogation Sunday. It is the Sunday before Ascension Day, 
which falls on Thursday, May 29. Rogation Sunday (from the 
Latin verb, “rogare,” meaning “to ask”) is a day when we ask 
God’s blessings upon farmers and those who plant and “till the 
soil”. We thank God for their labors and for the fruits of the earth. 

In the next several weeks in Children’s Sunday School, we will be 
talking about the final days of Jesus upon earth, his ascension into 
heaven, and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. (Preschool 
children will also conclude a several-week study on the life of St. 
Paul.) If you see your children coming home with a mortarboard 
cap, you will know we have been discussing Jesus’ farewell 
“Commencement Address.” May all of us, young and old, take this 
address seriously. These words are an ever-present charge for the 
Church of Jesus Christ worldwide today. 

Coming Attractions… Don’t Miss Them ! 
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Squaw Valley Golf Course 

June 6, 2014 
Click here to download a registration form 

or call Greg Whitehead at 817-228-2088. 
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May 24 
Stephen Bunten 

May 25 
Gretchen Barrett 
Gaye Reed 

May 26 
Priscilla Johnston 
Edward Washburn 
Sue Boileau 
Justin Allison 

May 27 
Charlotte Laker 
Henry Harrington 

May 28 
Christine Latham 
 
 
 

Matt Beyer 
Harrison Whitehead 

May 29 
George Hawkins 
Tita Schmid 
Wendy Becker 
Gregory White 

May 30 
Gary Cole 
Candy Rehfeldt 
Tom Purvis 
Virginia Goshe 

May 31 
Pat Duncan 
Sarah Tempel 
George Chevaillier 

Birthdays 
The flowers for Sunday, May 25 

are given to the glory of God  

at the Church altar 
in celebration of the marriage  

of Bailey Woodson  
and Charles Richard 

at the Chapel altar 
in thanksgiving for the birthday  

of Charlotte Laker 

and at the Children’s Chapel altar 
in thanksgiving for  

Ambassador Chris Stevens,  
Sean Smith, Ty Woods,  

and Glen Doherty,  
and for all fallen comrades in all 

American conflicts 

Altar Flowers 
Sundays’ Adult Ed 
From April 27 through June 1 

led by Dean William 
McKeachie:  

Easter & Beyond  
in the  

Acts of the Apostles  
& the Mission of the Church 
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917 Lamar Street                                                                                   
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 The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson Rector                                           
 The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie Vicar for Parish Ministry 
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 Glenda Robinson Organist 
 Elisabeth Gray McKeachie Harpist 
 Judy Mayo Dir. of Children’s Ministries 
 Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
  Ministries 
 Angie Felton Nursery Facilitator 
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Mission Statement 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in 
the beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the 
lost to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip 
and empower every member for ministry; and to spread 
God’s kingdom through charitable, righteous works locally 
and globally. 

Weekday Worship Schedule 

Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 
Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

Daily Schedule 

Monday, May 26 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

Tuesday, May 27 
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible 
  Study, Chapel & Koslow 
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow  

Wednesday, May 28 

12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow 
1:00 p.m. FX Prep, Kitchen 
4:30 p.m. Vestry,* Koslow 
6:00 p.m. FX Family Experience,* 
  Moncrief 
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* 
  Choir Room 

Thursday, May 29 
Ascension Day 

7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Greek Class,* Koslow 
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline 

Friday, May 30 

12:00 p.m. Office Closed  
Summer Hours  

 

Saturday, May 31 

9:00  a.m Fellowship Lunch Prep, Kitchen 

Sunday, June 1 
The Sunday after Ascension Day 
6:00 a.m. Breakfast Prep, Kitchen 
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief 
8:50 a.m. Prayer Troop Service,* Chapel 
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all 
  ages,* Koslow & other rooms 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion,* Church 
10:30 a.m. Preschool Chapel,* Children’s 
  Chapel followed by  Second 
  Hour Sunday School,* 
  Preschool Rooms 
11:15 a.m. Optional Children’s Program 
  during sermon,* Youth Room 3 
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Lunch,*  
  Koslow 
12:00 p.m. Sunday School Celebration 
  & Awards Ceremony,* 
  Moncrief 
5:00  p.m. Evening Prayer,* Chapel 
  followed by Bible Study and 
  light refreshments 

* Nursery 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
EVENTS please visit our webpage at 
www.st-andrew.com and go to Events, 

under the Stay Connected tab. 

Prayer Chain Requests 
Names may be submitted  

to Carrie Brent at 817-738-6496  

and/or Patti Parrish at parrishuc@mac.com. 

Permission should be obtained before submitting the 
name of someone other than oneself. 

Evening Prayer 
Sunday 5:00 p.m.  

in the Chapel 
Refreshments & Discussion  

in Koslow Library following the service. 

 

Nursery available. 

JOIN THE KINGDOM: 

EXPECT GREAT THINGS  

As you enter into the king-

dom you enter into a rela-

tionship that promises trans-

formation, growth and great 

things to come.  Jesus pre-

pared his followers for the 

future. He assured them that 

their new lives would be-

come fruitful and productive because of their intimate connect-

edness to him. Apart from him there is death, but the life that 

abides in Christ eternally ripens. Discover the fruits of abiding 

in Christ. Your resurrection life is rooted in the soil of his sacri-

fice; cleansed, nourished and watered by his Spirit. Abide in 

him. You are destined for great things that cannot happen with-

out him.  Be prepared for and assured of that expectation. 

 

John 15:4-5  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

http://www.st-andrew.com
mailto:parrishuc@mac.com

