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Lectionary
Acts 2:1-11 

Isaiah 44: 1-8
1 Corinthians 12:4-13 

John 20:19-23 
John 14:8-17 

Psalm 104:25-37 or 
104:25-32 or 33:12-15, 

18-22 

May 24, 2015
Pentecost 

Whitsunday
8:00 a.m.

Holy Communion

8:45 a.m.
Parish Breakfast*

8:50 a.m.
Praying for 

St. Andrew’s*

9:15 a.m.
Christian Education for 

All Ages*

10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion*

10:30 a.m.
Preschool Chapel*

10:50 a.m.
Second Hour Sunday 
School for preschool*

11:15 a.m.
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program 
during the sermon*

11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir*

12:00 p.m.
VBS Work Day

5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer with 
Holy Communion

light refreshments & 
discussion in Koslow 
following the service

6:30 p.m.
Youth SNL

*Nursery

Being Genuinely Counter-Cultural: Embracing a Different Story
by The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson

I admit to my shame that there was an embarrassing 
time in my tumultuous adolescence when I let the 
very natural need to show a little differentiation 
from my parents devolve into a blatant and a stupid 
“acting out.” My parents knew that the day would 
come when my teenage shenanigans would be a 
source of embarrassment rather than pride, so there 
are no surviving photographs of the Bill Dickson 
of that period. Not a single one! If it is true, as they 
say, that “every picture tells a story” then they wisely 
knew that that would be a story best forgotten rather 
than retold. So God in his lavish mercy working 
through my parents spared me that particular 
indignity! No photos. No story. No need to talk 
about it. 
But because the nonsense of my idiocy and 
misbehavior of that crazy time was conducted under 
the label of “being counter-cultural” (it was the 60’s, 
after all) I have for many years now had a certain 
distaste for the very notion. If “being counter-
cultural” means nothing more than behaving or 
looking like an idiot, a moron, who needs it? I don’t 
want to be a moron: do you? It’s embarrassing to be 
a moron; not something anybody in his right mind 
would ever aspire to. 
But when we have our heads on straight, being 
“counter-cultural” is not about behaving stupidly 
or outrageously, rather it is about being visibly 
different from the cultural norms which surround 
us. And followers of Jesus are most certainly called 
to be different, very different, visibly different. But 
the question is – different from what? There is more 
than one right way to answer that question, but I 
am greatly moved by the wisdom of that which we 
stated this past Sunday in relation to the baptism of 
the Sell twins.

Minister. Dost thou, therefore, in the name of 
this Child, renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of 
the same, and the sinful desires of the 
flesh, so that thou wilt not follow, nor 
be led by them?

Answer. I renounce them all; and, by God’s help, 
will endeavor not to follow, nor be led 
by them.

Minister.  Dost thou believe all the Articles of the 
Christian Faith, as contained in the 
Apostles’ Creed?

Answer.  I do.
Minister.  Wilt thou then obediently keep God’s 

holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of thy life?

 Answer.  I will, by God’s help.
Authentic Christian discipleship most assuredly 
involves a counter-cultural attitude in three areas. 
First, we are called to a renunciatory relationship 
to the devil, this fallen world and our fallen and 
corrupt fleshly desires. These things are at odds 
with God and we must be at odds with them to be 
obedient to God. Secondly, we are committed to 
believe that which has been revealed. We don’t just 
make it up as we go; we receive the truth which God 
has given to us. And thirdly, we are a people under 
the authority of another. We are not autonomous, 
being a law unto ourselves. We submit to the 
authority of God, and are committed to obeying 
Him. He is the Lord.
There is currently well underway a radical 
disentangling in western culture from its Judeo-
Christian foundations. In so many ways this is 
catastrophic beyond imagining. But it does present 
us with the clear obligation/opportunity as those 
who profess to be followers of Jesus as Lord to be 
genuinely counter-cultural. May God give us the 
courage to be so, and the wisdom to allow the 
righteous character and attitudes of the Risen One 
to become increasingly the image into which we 
are by his grace being transformed. After all, every 
picture tells a story! And the story our lives should 
reflect in this lost and confused world is the story 
which must forever be told. It is such good news; it 
is the good news!
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Santa Fe Opera Trip
by Canon Ron McCrary

Everyone who is eligible for an AARP card is invited on an exciting and fun St. Andrew’s trip to Santa Fe. We will see the Santa 
Fe Opera’s performance of Rigoletto and enjoy the arts, sights and food of Santa Fe.
Our hotel is the Hilton Santa Fe Historic Hotel. As the name implies, the Hilton is located one block from the historic Plaza, 
which will allow for easy walking to the attractions in the center of Santa Fe. We will also offer van transportation to tour a few 
art museums.

Details
Departing:  Monday, August 24, 11:55 AM from Love Field

Returning:  Thursday, August 27, Love Field at 8:55 PM

Travel:    Southwest Airlines to Albuquerque 
   Vans from Albuquerque to Santa Fe

Lodging:  Hilton Santa Fe Historic Plaza Hotel for
   4 days and 3 nights in Santa Fe

Cost:    We are receiving exceptional group prices  
  at a great discount below individual airfare  
  and lodging. 

   $710 per person, double occupancy
   $995 per person, single occupancy

Deposit:  $400 per person is due with reservation;   
  refundable only if replacement is found. 

   The balance is due July 30.

Meals:    Hot cooked breakfast every day is included in  
  the cost. All other meals will be on your own.

Limit:   40 people; i.e., the first 40 to make a   
  reservation & pay the deposit of $400/person.

Reservations: Please make your deposit check of   
     $400/person out to “St. Andrew’s Church”

For more information, please contact:
Canon Ron McCrary at 214-663-7774

Rigoletto
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June 15-19
9:30 to 12:30

Children ages 3-12

Children’s Ministry: Celebrating Pentecost...Happy Birthday to the Church!
by Judy Mayo

An Important Celebration!
This Sunday, May 24, is Pentecost, 
also called Whitsunday, one of 
the important, major festivals in 
the church year. It falls fifty days 
after Easter and is important for 
a number of reasons. It marks the 
coming of the Holy Spirit (as had 
been promised by Jesus) to the group of his followers who were 
gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem (Acts 2), ten days after 
Christ’s ascension into heaven. It is a wonderful day, and we shall 
talk about it with our children in terms they can understand. 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival, which occurred 50 

days after Passover. Devout Jews from many 
different nations gathered in Jerusalem each 
year for this important festival. Acts 2:1-4 tells 
the remarkable story of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon the group of 120 followers of Jesus 
gathered in an upper room in Jerusalem. Acts 
2:5-13 tells of the reaction of the Jewish crowd 
in Jerusalem to the Spirit-filled Christians. 
Later that day, Peter preached a stirring 
sermon, and 3,000 people were baptized 
and received into Christ’s fold. So, it is a 

noteworthy and highly important day in our liturgical cycle. 
Pentecost, the festival of the Holy Spirit, is also called 
Whitsunday. In the early days of the Church, many people 

were baptized on this day, and the baptismal 
candidates usually wore white (thus, “White-
Sunday”, or Whitsunday). Still today, Pentecost 
is a great and appropriate day for baptisms 
in the Church. Red is the liturgical color for 
Pentecost, signifying the “flames of the Holy 
Spirit” which appeared on the disciples’ heads 
(Acts 2:3). 
On this Sunday, we shall read a few words of the Gospel in 
several different languages to the children, and will have fun 
with this. Pentecost is called the “birthday” of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, since the believers in Jesus had now received the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and were empowered to go proclaim the 
Gospel in the name of Christ to those near and far. Men who 
were formerly timid and fearful about sharing their faith began 
to share this faith and the news of Christ’s death and resurrection 
very boldly with others. What a remarkable witness this was in 
itself! Most of the disciples were eventually martyred for their 
faith in Jesus. Their faith was genuine and real, and the Holy Spirit 
was active and present in their lives. What a great day Pentecost 
(Whitsunday) is! 
To celebrate this important festival, we shall have a couple 
of birthday cakes for the Church, in the preschool and 
elementary areas, a Birthday Party for the Church! The 
children will also have the chance to design Holy Spirit 
windsock banners, wall hangings, and kites. It will be a 
wonderful celebration! This would be a great Sunday to invite 
some special friends to church!

Summer Sunday School Studies
On June 7, we shall begin some new studies in Sunday School. 
See next week’s Messenger for more details. The education 
and service schedule is the same for the summer months. 
During the weeks of summer, I enjoy inviting a few special 
guests to join us, to present interesting, topical programs for 
the children. We also engage in a couple of outreach projects 
during the summer months. And of course, Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is a very exciting highlight of our summer 
weeks! We hope you and your family will share that week 
(June 15-19) with us, if you are in town then. Be sure to invite 
your friends as well!

Calling All St. Andrew’s Superheroes !
Look for an email from me this week as to 
exactly WHEN volunteers are needed for 

VBS preparations in Moncrief Hall and all 
over the parish house, and WHEN the 
VBS committee meetings and training 

sessions are. Some have been announced 
already, but a few times have been 
changed. 

For complete, updated and correct information, email or call 
Judy: jmayo@st-andrew.com; 817-717-1023; 817-988-8170.
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Women’s Ministry: This Thing Called Love
by Marsland Moncrief

What is this thing called “love”? Cole Porter composed a song 
about it. Ella and Frank sang about it, and many have written 
about it. 

What is this thing called love?
This funny thing called love?

Just who can solve its mystery?
Why should it make a fool of me?
What is This Thing Called Love?

Lyrics by Cole Porter (1929)
So what is this thing called Love? To Cole, Ella, and Frank love 
was a feeling, a funny and mysterious feeling. To John, Paul, 
and Jesus “love” was more than just a feeling. “Love” was not 
just any old thing. “Love” was a choice. “Love” was a thing you 
put into action. “Love” is a gift. “Love” comes from God.
John clearly states this in 1 John 4:7-21:

Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes 
from God and those who are loving and kind show that they 
are the children of God, and that they are getting to know 
him better. But if a person isn’t loving and kind, it shows 
that he doesn’t know God-for God is love.

Paul presents a list of love action steps in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
that are ways in which one can express their “love” to one 
another: 

Love is patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never 
boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. Love 
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. 
It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when 
others do it wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but 
rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love someone you 
will be loyal to him no matter what the cost. You will always 
believe in him, always expect the best of him and always 
stand your ground in defending him.

Jesus speaks of his love to his followers demanding that they 
love each other in John 15:9-17:

‘I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Live 
within my love. When you obey me you are living in my 
love, just as I obey my Father and live in his love. I have told 
you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your cup 
of joy will overflow! I demand that you love each other as 
much as I love you…’

Love is in the air. It is not a funny thing. God is love. He is 
the source for love and loved us enough to sacrifice his son 
for us. Love is not a mysterious thing as Jesus demonstrated 
what it means to love in everything he did in life and death. 
His gift of the Holy Spirit enables us to have the power to love, 
love through action. Love through obedience. Love through 
commitment and conduct. Our definition of Love comes from 
God. Are you in love? How are you displaying your love to 
one another, to Him? Have you made a lasting commitment to 
love, honor and obey forever and ever? Have you vowed to put 
your love into action? 
Paul’s list of action steps can be rather convicting if one was 
to take an inventory on how “lovable” they may be. Are you 
loving and kind? Do you find moments when your patience 
is wearing a bit thin prohibiting you from being that “lovable” 

you? Are there days when you may wake up on “the wrong 
side of the bed” taking frustrations/shortness/irritability out 
on others, others who may wish you would go back to bed? 
Are you happy for the success of your neighbor or are you 
secretly jealous or envious? Did you know that envy is the only 
one of the seven deadly sins that does not give one pleasure? 
Are you still holding that grudge with the busy body who 
gossiped about you or the team who won the trophy. And the 
list goes on and on. Are you “lovable?” Are you able to “love” 
the not so lovable? 
Paul stated, “If you love someone you will be loyal to him no 
matter what the cost.”
And John declared,“If 
anyone says, ‘I love 
God,’ but keeps on 
hating his brother, he is 
a liar; for if he doesn’t 
love his brother who 
is right there in front 
of him, how can he 
love God whom he has 
never seen? And God 
himself has said that 
one must love not only 
God, but his brother too.” Jesus also instructs us to “Love your 
enemies! To pray for those who persecute you!” (Matthew 5:44)
This past week, hundreds of people came to honor the life of 
former House speaker Jim Wright. While remembered for 
many accomplishments in his career, Jim Wright was also 
eulogized for his Christian demonstration of love, of loving his 
enemies and not persecuting them: 

“[Paul] Driskell, a former 
special assistant to Mr. Wright 
talked about the passion his 
former boss had for boxing and 
made a reference to a recent 
documentary he had seen. In the 
documentary, George Foreman 
was asked who he thought the 
greatest boxer in the world 
was and he quickly responded 
Muhammad Ali, who beat him 
by knockout in a 1974 match. As 
Foreman fell that night, before he hit the mat, he saw that 
Ali had his arm cocked, ready to throw the ‘killing punch’ 
to make sure Foreman wouldn’t get up again. But he never 
threw the punch. And that, Driskell said, was much like 
Mr. Wright. When Mr. Wright ended his political career, 
many besmirched him. And later, when those same people 
fell upon troubles or hard times, ‘not once in private 
and certainly never in public, did Jim Wright throw that 
punch,’ he said. ‘He could not retaliate. He didn’t just talk 
Christian forgiveness-he lived it.’” 

(Fort Worth Star Telegram)

Not taking “the killing punch.” This is love in action.
 This is the thing called love.

Jesus in the house of Annas by José de Madrazo y Agudo



The flowers for Sunday, May 24
are given to the glory of God

at the Church altar
in thanksgiving for 

the thirty-fifth wedding anniversary
of Debbie & Paul Mitchell

at the Chapel altar
in thanksgiving for the birthday

of Charlotte Laker
and at the Children’s Chapel altar
in honor of the thirteenth birthday

of Willing Cannon DeMott

•
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Birthdays
May 22

Meto Miteff
Jan Hanson
Ariel Clark
Kate Camp

Connor Farquharson
London Oram

May 23
Baron Pressley

Marshall Young, Jr.

May 24
Stephen Bunten

May 25
Gretchen Barrett

Julia Allison
Gaye Reed

May 26
Priscilla Johnston

Edward Washburn

May 27
Charlotte Laker

Henry Harrington

May 28
Christine Latham

Matt Beyer
Harrison Whitehead

May 29
George Hawkins

Tita Schmid
Wendy Becker
Gregory White

May 30
Gary Cole

Candy Rehfeldt
Tom Purvis

Virginia Goshe

Altar Flowers

Summer Schedule
Beginning Friday, May 22 the 

office will close at noon. 
Also, beginning the 
first week of June, The 

Messenger will adopt 
a summer schedule: 

the print edition will be 
published every other 

week. We will continue to 
publish an eMessenger and  

 a Web Messenger every week. 

Baptism

Martha Anne Sell
Mary Alice Sell

daughters of
Lizzie & Rob Sell

sisters of
Lucy, Vivian & George Sell

May 17, 2015

•

Our Deepest Sympathy
on the death of

Mary Lorenzen
mother of 

Donna Shaulis

grandmother of 
Kevin Shaulis

May 8, 2015

The Church Life App 
will keep you plugged in 

wherever you go...
Summer is the perfect time to utilize 
the mobile Church Life App. When 
you are sunning on the beach or 
hiking the Applachian trail you can 
access members of your church family 
with the touch of your finger and your 
favorite mobile device. Just log on to 
the web to set up your member profile. 
If you have questions, contact Molly 
Bryant mbryant@st-andrew.com.

15th Annual 
Bishop Iker Challenge

June 5, 2015
Squaw Valley 
Golf Course

in Glen Rose

Bishop Iker personally invites you to 
participate in this event. Don’t miss out on a 
great day of golf. You and/or your com pany’s 
involvement as a sponsor or partici pant will benefit our 
youth by helping to add new and upgrade the existing youth 
activities at Camp Crucis as well as provide 50 scholarships 
for qualifying campers.

To register go to: http://www.thebishopikerchallenge.com/

New Vending Machines 
have Arrived

You will find new vending machines located in 
the back hall on the first floor. We have a new cold 
drink machine and...wait for it...yes, we have a 
snack machine that contains a smorgasbord of 
delights for the human taste buds and some are 
even nutritious! The best part... ten percent of 
the sales amount is returned to the church. So 
munch to your heart’s content, quench your thirst 
and support your church all at the same time. 



Sunday, May 31
Trinity Sunday
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast, Koslow
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
  Koslow & Sunday School areas
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer,* Church
10:30 a.m. Preschool Chapel, *
  Children’s Chapel
10:50 a.m. Preschool Second Hour of Sunday   
  School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s 
  Program during sermon,* 
  Youth Room 3
11:45 a.m. Children’s Choir,* Choir Room
12:00 p.m. VBS Work Day,* Moncrief 
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel with discussion   
  & light refreshments, Koslow
6:30 p.m. Youth SNL, Offsite
  * Nursery available

Weekday Worship Schedule
Tuesday
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion
  (The first Tuesday of the month,  
  Holy Unction will be dispensed.)
Thursday
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion

Daily Schedule
Monday, May 25
Office Closed
Memorial Day Holiday
Tuesday, May 26
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,  
 Chapel & Koslow
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
1:30  p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
Wednesday, May 27
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow
4:15 p.m. Vestry Meeting, Koslow
6:00 p.m. FX study series,* Moncrief
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* 
  Choir Room
Thursday, May 28
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline
Friday, May 29
12:00 p.m. Office Closes
Saturday, May 30

Prayer Chain 
Requests

Names may be submitted 
to Carrie Brent at 817-738-6496 

and/or Patti Parrish 
at parrishuc@mac.com 

Permission should be obtained 
before submitting the name of 
someone other than oneself.

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
917 Lamar Street Ft. Worth, Texas 76102 
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724 
Email: church@st-andrew.com

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, 
except bi-weekly during the summer and the week after 
Christmas, by St. Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid 
at Fort Worth, TX. USPS 5898-90.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102.

The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. 
 Bishop 
The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 
 Rector
The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie 
 Vicar for Parish Ministry
The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 
 Dir. of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Formation
The Rev’d Lance Lormand 
 Curate

Kendall Felton   Dir. of Student 
   Ministries
Jason Runnels, PhD  Choirmaster
Glenda Robinson   Organist
Elisabeth Gray McKeachie  Harpist in Residence
Judy Mayo   Dir. of Children’s 
   Ministries
Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
   Ministries
Peggy Rush   Editor/Publications

Mission Statement
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in the 
beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the lost to 
Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and empower 
every member for ministry; and to spread God’s kingdom 
through charitable, righteous works locally and globally.

Visit our website
www.st-andrew.com 

for more on Calendar & Events, 
under the Get Connected tab.

THE TRANSFORMING WORD
Easter:  Rise to New Life

JOIN THE KINGDOM: 
Know the Power  We enter into his kingdom 
with the promise of a powerful gift.  Jesus prepared his 
disciples to move forward in mission after his ascension 
into heaven. Their witness was sure to bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth, but their hearts were filled with 
questions.  They wanted to receive more knowledge. In-
stead, Jesus assured them that they would receive power.  
Although believers are not granted to know all the facts 
concerning things to come, they are promised the gift of 
his power to accomplish his divine purposes. Know the 
facts that are given. Know the power to come!

    Acts 1:6b-8   So when they had come together, 
they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you 
to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.”

Excerpt from The Transforming Word by Suzanne Hearn©

Adult Education
Jesus among other Gods

April 12 - May 24 | Sundays 
9:15-10:15 am

Join us for Adult Education in Koslow 
Library. We are exploring the claims 

of Jesus, particularly his “I Am” 
statements in the Gospel of St. John. 
We are examining how these claims 

conflict with the claims of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Islam, and the absolute 
necessity of turning to the One who is 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
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