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Lectionary

Acts 1:15-26 
or Exodus 28:1-4,9-

10,29-30 
1 John 5:9-15 

John 17:11b-19 
Psalm 68:1-20 or 47

May 17, 2015
The Sunday after 
Ascension Day

8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

8:45 a.m.
Parish Breakfast*

8:50 a.m.
Praying for 

St. Andrew’s*

9:15 a.m.
Christian Education for 

All Ages*

10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer

with Holy Baptism*

10:30 a.m.
Preschool Chapel*

10:50 a.m.
Second Hour Sunday 
School for preschool*

11:15 a.m.
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program 
during the sermon*

12:00 p.m.
VBS Work Day

11:45 a.m.
Children’s Choir*

5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong*

Ice Cream Social 
following in 

Koslow Library 

6:30 p.m.
Youth SNL

*Nursery

The destructive fury of nature has very 
much been on display lately.  Earthquakes, 
tornadoes, floods – they all demonstrate the 
precariousness of our lives within this world 
at this time.  It is humbling (and for many 
horrifying) to recognize that a storm is capable 
of instantly obliterating our lives, our worlds 
as we knew them.  How do mortals living 
in such a world ever experience the calm 
certainty of safety, of security?  There is only 
one way.  We are called to ground our lives and 
their meaning in something which is eternal, 
something utterly stable and unshakable.  God 
is our refuge in the storm of our mortality.  
Only God.  But in his presence we need fear 
nothing.  He has prepared for us a kingdom 
which is eternal.  And we await that kingdom 
longingly.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear though 
the earth gives way, though the mountains be 

moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters 
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at 
its swelling. (Psalm 46:1-3)
At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 
he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, 
“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things 
that are shaken—that is, things that have been 
made—in order that the things that cannot be 
shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful 
for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, 
with reverence and awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:26-29)
We invite you to attend the ordination of 
Lance Lormand, a ceremony that celebrates 
one young man grounding his life and being 
in something which is eternal, utterly stable 
and unshakable, a visable sign of  the invisible 
power of God’s presence in our midst. 

Hope Fixed on an Unshakable Kingdom
by The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson
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Celebrating the 
Ascension of Christ
This Sunday, May 17, is the 
Sunday after Ascension Day 
(which falls this year on May 14). 
In their Sunday School studies, 
our pre-K children talked about 
the ascension of Christ into 

heaven a few weeks ago, and they are, during this month of 
May, focusing on some of the missionary travels and adventures 
of St. Paul and his companions from the Book of Acts. 
However, our elementary age children have not as yet done 
a thorough study of Christ’s ascension into heaven, and we 
shall enjoy doing that this Sunday. This was a key event in 
our Lord’s life and is a very important  day on our church 
calendar. However, since it always falls on a Thursday (40 days 
after Easter), sometimes it does not receive quite as much 
emphasis and attention as it is due. 
Before Christ ascended into heaven, He gave very specific 
instructions and “charges” to His disciples, which we shall 
look at this Sunday. As well as His “Great Commission,” He 
also gave other directions to them, as well as promises and 
assurances. These were His final words with them, before “a 
cloud received Him out of their sight,” and thus, they are highly 
important. I like to think of these words of Jesus as sort of a 
“commencement address” to His friends and followers, as He 
prepared to leave them.  For fun and to enhance our study 
of Christ’s ascension, we will hand out simple mortarboards 
(with pertinent Scriptures on each one) to our elementary 
students this Sunday, and will enjoy a lively, hands-on study. 
Don’t miss this Sunday!  

Spotlighting a Special 
High School Senior
Speaking of graduation, 
commencement ceremonies, on 
this page I wish to highlight a 
very special high school senior, 
who has grown up at St. Andrew’s 
and has been involved through 
the years in so many wonderful 
ways in the life of our parish. 
This is WILL ORAM, who will 
be graduating, with high honors, 
from Christian Life Preparatory 

School on May 21, and entering the Honors Program at the 
University of Houston this fall.  I am so very proud of Will!   
I first got to know Will as a preschooler, back in 2001, when 
his family began attending  St. Andrew’s. His parents, Vicki 
and Dean, were participants in the Alpha course and soon 
after that, began to get involved in the life of the parish, 

especially in the Sunday School and VBS programs, where 
they have remained active all through the years. Will has 
two wonderful sisters – Evy (age 13) and Londy (age 5). Will 
obviously learned some great patterns of dedication  and 
faithful service from his parents. The Orams are a delightful 
family, who often serve quietly and behind the scenes, never 
desiring any recognition for their efforts. 
At St. Andrew’s, Will has faithfully attended Sunday School 
and church all through the years, and after confirmation, has 
become active in our parish’s youth program. He has received 
a number of attendance  awards and, in his younger years, 
took an active part in our parish’s Bible Olympics Program, 
receiving various ribbons, medals, and trophies in this Sunday 
School enrichment program. He has been a very faithful 
acolyte for the past six years and went on St. Andrew’s Youth 
Mission Trip to Arkansas in 2013 and 2014. Last summer, he 
also went on a mission trip with McKinney Bible Church to 
Cleveland, Ohio, where he helped to lead a Soccer Camp for 
at-risk, inner-city children.  
Will has been a wonderful role model for our children at St. 
Andrew’s. For several summers, he served on the VBS crafts 
team, showing real maturity in directing children in arts and 
crafts. He also has served as a classroom helper in various 
capacities with the younger children in Sunday School, and 
has been a participant in skits for our children.  In addition, 
he has helped with VBS games, and has enjoyed painting 
scenery and helping to build props and sets for VBS. He 
also has participated for many years in St. Andrew’s Nativity 
Pageant, serving as a co-narrator one year and as narrator last 
year. Furthermore, he has taken an active part for a number of 
years in our parish’s Good Friday Way of the Cross service, as 
both a reader and a youth helper and acolyte, and this spring, 
served as crucifer, carrying the rugged wooden cross for this 
very meaningful service. 
In all of the above undertakings, Will has always been faithful, 
reliable, and very dedicated, and has served with great 
courtesy and respect, always taking directions graciously.
He is a very fine, outstanding  young man! In addition to 
his involvement at church, Will has a 4.0 GPA at Christian 
Life School, and is in the top 20% of his class, a member of 
the National Honor Society the past three years, a football 
running back one year, a Red-Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do, 
a yearbook editor at his school, and the 4-H Rifle Team 
President, participating in several National Rifle Team 
Championships. In addition, he has over 280 hours of 
community service the past few years, and has volunteered  at 
the Como Science Camp and in various capacities in helping 
children with Down Syndrome and other disabilities.  
Congratulations to Will on his hard work and his many 
wonderful accomplishments! Most important of all, Will is a 
very fine, dedicated Christian. Our prayers shall go with him 
as he enters college in late summer!

Children’s Ministry: Jesus’ “Commencement Address” to His Disciples
by Judy Mayo
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Acts 1:8

 St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015

June 15-19
9:30 to 12:30 daily

Children ages 3-12

Admission Free ~ Donations are welcome 

Be a Superhero ~ Bring a friend
www.st-andrew.com     

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church ~ 917 Lamar Street ~ Downtown Fort Worth ~ 817-717-1023
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Women’s Ministry: Big Girls Do Cry!
by Marsland Moncrief

“Teary” would be my name had I been one of Snow White’s 
Seven Dwarfs, # eight. Tears seem to appear when I least expect 
them. I never know when a moment, conversation, book, 
movie, world event or even leading a bible study will start a” 
flood”. For years I would pass off such moments as “allergy 
related” so not to be embarrassed by my sensitivity. Big girls 
don’t cry, but yes, they do.
There are many kinds of tears, tears of joy; physical pain; 
mental pain; sorrow; sadness; gladness; worthiness; 
unworthiness; repentance; fear; and sometimes there can be 
tears for no reason at all. It may be just an emotional moment 
of sheer exhaustion. Do you experience moments when tears 
begin to well in your eyes? Have there been times when you 
have cried until you felt there were no tears left, buckets of 
tears? How many tears have you left on your pillow?  
If you cry at the drop of a tissue, you may be surprised to 
discover God has gifted you with a ministry of tears. Yes, 
a ministry of tears. You might be surprised how large this 
ministry is and how many consider their tears a gift. One 
woman confessed that she had been told she should apply for a 
job at the Wailing Wall or a soap opera. She rated movies by the 
number of hankies used.
Another shared: I cry with happiness as well as sadness. I think 
God allows us to shed tears as a release. Just like a pop off valve 
in the oil field, it relieves pressure. When crying with a friend…
ok, even a stranger, it just shows that we’re listening and caring. 
Empathy and sympathy. It’s the same when we laugh with them.  
Putting on their burdens or joys. I don’t try to hide those tears or 
keep them from flowing. God gave them to me, and I allow them 
to wash over me and ease a broken heart or enjoy the joy.
Scriptures reveal that it is a compliment to share your tears 
as tears of compassion; sensitivity; forgiveness; empathy and 
sympathy. Romans 12:15 does tell us, “Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” One way we minister to 
one another is to cry with someone who is crying. It says without 
a word, “I am with you, I understand.  I care.  You are not alone.”
Scriptures also reveal that “big boys” cry too! David confessed, 
“I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears.” 
(Psalms 6:6i). 
The apostle Paul “served the Lord with great humility and with 
tears.”(Acts 20:19). The Bible tells us to “comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” 
(2 Corinthians 1:4).  “He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to 
sow, will return with songs of joy.” (Psalms 126.6)
Two passages in the Gospels and one in the Epistles teach that 
Jesus wept. “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35). His tears were those of 
compassion as he gathered with the sisters (Martha and Mary), 
mourning the death of his friend Lazarus.  Later as our Lord 
approached Jerusalem and thought of all those lost souls, “He 
saw the city and wept over it” (Luke 19:41).  These were tears of 
anguish over the future of this city. 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
(Hebrews 5:7).
Did you know that God gathers every teardrop only to turn 
them into pearls and give them back someday?  

A few weeks ago services were held for the celebration 
of the lives of two men, both of whom departed rather 
unexpectedly. Both had left loved ones and friends mourning 
as Jesus had over his close friend, Lazarus. Both left sons who 
openly reflected on their father and times spent together.  
Such beautiful moments, emotional and teary for many, as 
compassion was felt for these young boys/men, as they spoke. 
During one service a close friend speaking asked the two 
young boys to stand and turn around to see all the friends who 
had come to honor their father’s life, friends who would care 
and look after them as they grew into men. This was a very 
emotional moment as the two boys stood and turned to look 
at the 1100 people present.  With grace and dignity they stood 
honoring those who had come to celebrate their father’s life 
and faith. God’s presence was felt as He gave these young men 
the strength to stand. Their tears had been gathered within His 
hands to stay until He turns them into pearls and gives them 
back someday. 
…Put thou my tears into thy bottle; are they not in thy book?  
Psalm 56:8

Regardless of the circumstance,
Regardless of the fear,
Regardless of the pain we bear,
Regardless of the tear,
Our God is ever in control.
Performing as He should,
And He has promised in His word
To work things for our good.

But as a loving Father would,
He sometimes lets us cry
To cleanse the hurt out of our heart,
To wash it from our eye.
Yet gently gathers He the tears
Within His hands to stay
Until He turns them into pearls
And gives them back someday.

(Glenda Fulton Davis)



The flowers for Sunday, May 17
are given to the glory of God 

at the Church altar

by Judy & George Sell
in honor of 

the baptisms of their granddaughters,
Martha Anne & Mary Alice Sell

and in thanksgiving for the ordination 
of Lance Lormand to the diaconate

•
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Birthdays
May 17

Kate Kirtley
Olivia Woodson
Emma Rumfelt

May 18
Diana Cunningham
Kristopher Rakestraw

May 19
Thomas Williamson
Christopher Komatsu
Lauren Gallagher

Grace Cauble

May 20
Lane Hooton

Willing DeMott
May 21

Rande Ross
Kristi Harrison

Jennifer Hoffman
William Salamon
Catherine Elsey

Altar Flowers

Come join us as you are able for the following VBS Work Days, Work Nights, and VBS planning and committee 
meetings. Drop in for a couple of hours and help as you can! Please let me know in advance if you need a 
nursery. Be a superhero and help us prepare for VBS 2015!  Call or email me with any questions you may have:  
jmayo@st-andrew.com; 817-717-1023 (church); 817-988-8170 (cell). Help us “fly high” this summer and have a 
super VBS!  Many thanks- Judy
VBS Work Days and Work Nights:  Sundays: May 17 through June 14: 12:00 to 5:00 p.m.; Tuesday, May 19, 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m.; Tuesday, May 26, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. ; Thursday, May 28, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, June 3 and June 10, 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m.; Thursdays, June 4 and June 11, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.; Saturday, June 13, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  VBS Homeroom Moms:  
Tuesday, June 2: 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.; VBS Crafts Team: Tuesday, June 2, 11:15 to 12:30;  VBS Youth Helpers’ Training:  Thursday, 
June 4, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  VBS volunteers can come help out at other times too, when convenient. There will be items all ready 
to be worked on.  Let me know when you would like to come. Join our super VBS team of volunteers, preparing for VBS and 
serving our super Savior!

Our Deepest Sympathy

on the death of

Deborah Ann Crow
sister of 

Beccy Egger (Billy)

aunt of 
Kathryn Egger & 

Elizabeth Rash (Ryan)

great-aunt of 
Everlee Rash

April 28, 2015

•

Choral Evensong
for Ascensiontide

Sunday, May 17, 2015
5:00 p.m.

in the Church

Ice Cream Social 
with champagne

following in Kolsow Library

Preces & Responses
William Smith

Psalm 93
Chris Wilson

Psalm 97
John Goss

Magnificat & Nunc 
Dimittis 
in E-flat

Charles Wood

How Shall They 
Hear?

Christopher J. Hoh

15th Annual 
Bishop Iker Challenge

June 5, 2015
Squaw Valley 
Golf Course

in Glen Rose

Bishop Iker personally invites you to 
participate in this event. Don’t miss out on a 
great day of golf. You and/or your com pany’s 
involvement as a sponsor or partici pant will benefit our 
youth by helping to add new and upgrade the existing youth 
activities at Camp Crucis as well as provide 50 scholarships 
for qualifying campers.

To register go to: http://www.thebishopikerchallenge.com/

•

Calling All St. Andrew’s Superheroes !



Sunday, May 24
Pentecost: Whitsunday
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast, Koslow
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
  Moncrief & Sunday School areas
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion,* Church
10:30 a.m. Preschool Chapel, *
  Children’s Chapel
10:50 a.m. Preschool Second Hour of Sunday   
  School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s 
  Program during sermon,* 
  Youth Room 3
11:45 a.m. Children’s Choir,* Choir Room
12:00 p.m. VBS Work Day, Moncrief 
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with Holy    
  Communion,Chapel with discussion &   
  light refreshments,  Koslow
6:30 p.m. Youth SNL, Offsite
  * Nursery available

Weekday Worship Schedule
Tuesday
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion
  (The first Tuesday of the month,  
  Holy Unction will be dispensed.)
Thursday
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion

Daily Schedule
Monday, May 18
6:30 p.m. Great Books, Koslow 
Tuesday, May 19
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,  
                     Chapel & Koslow
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
1:30  p.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
5:30 p.m. VBS Work Night, Moncrief
Wednesday, May 20
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow
4:00 p.m. Finance Meeting, Koslow
5:15 p.m. Associate Vestry, Koslow
6:00 p.m. FX study series,* Moncrief
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* 
  Choir Room
Thursday, May 21
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline
Friday, May 22
12:00 p.m. Office Closes
Saturday, May 23    

Prayer Chain 
Requests

Names may be submitted 
to Carrie Brent at 817-738-6496 

and/or Patti Parrish 
at parrishuc@mac.com 

Permission should be obtained 
before submitting the name of 
someone other than oneself.

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
917 Lamar Street Ft. Worth, Texas 76102 
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724 
Email: church@st-andrew.com

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, 
except bi-weekly during the summer and the week after 
Christmas, by St. Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid 
at Fort Worth, TX. USPS 5898-90.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102.

The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. 
 Bishop 
The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 
 Rector
The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie 
 Vicar for Parish Ministry
The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 
 Dir. of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Formation

Kendall Felton   Dir. of Student 
   Ministries
Jason Runnels, PhD  Choirmaster
Glenda Robinson   Organist
Elisabeth Gray McKeachie  Harpist in Residence
Judy Mayo   Dir. of Children’s 
   Ministries
Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
   Ministries
Peggy Rush   Editor/Publications

Mission Statement
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in the 
beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the lost to 
Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and empower 
every member for ministry; and to spread God’s kingdom 
through charitable, righteous works locally and globally.

Visit our website
www.st-andrew.com 

for more on Calendar & Events, 
under the Get Connected tab.

THE TRANSFORMING WORD
Easter:  Rise to New Life

JOIN THE KINGDOM: EXPECT GREAT THINGS  As you enter into the 
kingdom you enter into a relationship 
that promises transformation, growth 
and great things to come.  Jesus 
prepared his followers for the future. He 
assured them that their new lives would 
become fruitful and productive because 
of their intimate connectedness to him. 
Apart from him there is death, but the 
life that abides in Christ eternally ripens. 
Discover the fruits of abiding in Christ. 
Your resurrection life is rooted in the soil 
of his sacrifice; cleansed, nourished and 
watered by his Spirit. Abide in him. You 
are destined for great things that cannot 
happen without him.  Be prepared for 
and assured of that expectation.

 John 15:4-5  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

 John 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

Excerpt from The Transforming Word by Suzanne Hearn©

Frans Snyders, detail: Still Life with Grapes and Game, 1630

Adult Education
Jesus among other Gods

April 12 - May 24 | Sundays 
9:15-10:15 am

Join us for Adult Education in 
Moncrief Hall. We are exploring the 

claims of Jesus, particularly his “I Am” 
statements in the Gospel of St. John. 
We are examining how these claims 

conflict with the claims of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Islam, and the absolute 
necessity of turning to the One who is 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
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