
 

 

February 8, 2015 
The Fifth Sunday after 

the Epiphany 

Sexagesima 

8:00 a.m.  
Holy Communion 

8:45 a.m. 
Parish Breakfast* 

8:50 a.m.  
Praying for St. Andew’s* 

9:15 a.m. 
Christian Education* 

for all ages 

10:30 a.m. 
Morning Prayer* 

10:30 a.m. 
Preschool Chapel* 

10:50 a.m. 
Second Hour  

Sunday School for 
preschool* 

11:15 a.m. 
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program  

during sermon* 

11:45 a .m. 
Children’s Choir* 

12:00 p.m. 
VBS Lunch &  

Planning Meeting* 

5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong* 
Reception following  
in Koslow Library 

 

THE RECTOR’S ADDRESS (ANNUAL MEETING - 2015) 
By The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson 

The Lectionary 
 

2 Kings 4:(8-17)18-21(22-
31)32-37  

1 Corinthians 9:16-23  
Mark 1:29-39  

Psalm 142 
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Introduction:  At one point in the course of 
Dorothy’s great adventure she turned to her 
little dog and declared, 

“Toto, I've a feeling we're not in Kansas 
anymore." 

I suggest to you that those paying attention to 
both global events and to changes within our 
own society can easily perceive that we are in 
quite a different world than we even quite 
recently used to inhabit.  Our world is 
certainly changing and it is changing rapidly.  
And although our ultimate citizenship is 
grounded in heaven, rather than in this world 
as we presently know it, this is the world in 
which we are called to live out our Christian 
witness, and hold forth the message of 
salvation. 

So I wish to pass on two observations about 
the change by two great men –- our own 
Bishop Iker and Tim Keller, one observation 
of my own, and then I will conclude with 
three brief observations about our living 
faithfully in such a world. 

1) Bishop Iker in his bishop’s address at this year’s diocesan 
convention said something very provocative.  He said, (and I 
quote), 

A few weeks ago I commented in an email to Shelby Sharpe, that I 
wondered what I would do with all my spare time when the lawsuits were 
concluded, and he replied with these words of wisdom:  “I do not know if we 
will ever get back to what was once normal.  The challenge of this culture is 
not going to permit this.”   

How right he is! Once the litigation has been successfully concluded the 
spiritual warfare in which we are engaged will surely continue and even 
intensify. As Shelby reminds us, we live in a secular society that is 
increasingly hostile to the Christian faith and where some believers are 
persecuted for their faith.  In the years ahead, it will become an even greater 
challenge to defend Biblical truths and values.  Secularism, atheism, and 
radical Islamists attack the Church and the Gospel we proclaim, and it is 
important that Christians in the United States unite and stand together in 
this assault on Christian principles. It is a reminder that this is what lies at 
the heart of our litigation, after all. We are not contending for the control of 
buildings; we are contending for Biblical authority. We are not struggling 
over assets; we are struggling over the truth of the Gospel. We are not fighting 
over church politics; we are fighting for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. “Blessed are you,” Jesus said, “when men revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” (Matt. 5:11-12)  Having taken a brave stand for 
the Gospel, let us not grow weary, but let us continue to stand together, to 
stand up for Jesus and for the authority of the Bible as the Word of God for 
all times. 

http://www.fwepiscopal.org/
diocesanconvention/14convention/14bishop.html 

 
In sum, regarding the struggle which we have been 
waging in the courts and which is likely winding 
down and to our advantage fairly soon, we really 
must understand that the real struggle behind that 
legal battle will not end, it will merely shift in its 
venue and it will intensify. 
 
2) Tim Keller has for four years now been making 
an interesting observation.  As far as I can tell he 
first made this observation on April 24, 2011 when 
being interviewed by ABC’s Christiane Amanpour.  
She commented that it seemed to her that 
secularism and religiosity both seem to be growing 
and at the same time in America.  He responded 
and I quote, 

“What’s happening is secularism and devout religion are 
growing together. And what’s going away is the kind of 
mushy middle, where people are just part of the synagogue, the 
mosque or the church because it’s expected.”  “So what’s 
actually happening is polarization.” 

http://www.christianpost.com/news/tim-keller-
mushy-middle-in-religion-is-disappearing-49983/ 

Now that was in April 2011.  In March 2013 at the Faith Angle 
Forum around the topic of “Conservative Christianity After 
the Christian Right” he reiterates the same theme but tweaks 
it significantly.  There he said this,  

It used to be that the devout and the mushy middle — nominal Christians, 
people that would identify as Christians, people who would come to church 
sporadically, people who certainly respect the Bible and Christianity — the 
devout and the mushy middle together was a super majority of people who 
just created a kind of “Christian-y” sort of culture. . . .But what has 
happened is that the mushy middle used to be more identified with the 
devout. Now it’s more identified with the secular.  

So what’s happening is the roof has come off for the devout. The devout had 
a kind of a shelter, an umbrella. You couldn’t be all that caustic toward 
traditional classic Christian teaching and truth.  

(he continues) 

I spoke on Friday morning to the American Bible Society’s board. 
American Bible Society does a lot of polling about the Bible. I don’t know 
why, but — With respect to the use of the Bible, reading the Bible, attitudes 
toward the Bible. They said that actually the number of people who are 
devout Bible readers is not changing that much. What is changing is for the 
first time in history a growing group of people who think the Bible is bad, it’s 
dangerous, it’s regressive, it’s a bad cultural force, that was just never there. It 
was very tiny. And that’s because the middle ground has shifted, so it is 
more identified with the more secular, the less religious, and it’s less identified 
now with the more devout. 

http://eppc.org/publications/dr-timothy-keller-at-the-march-
2013-faith-angle-forum/ 

In sum, our society is now radically polarized between the 
seriously religious and the secularists and the large middle group 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB/Epiphany/BEpi5.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+4%3A8-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+4%3A8-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+9%3A16-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A29-39&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+142&version=ESV
http://www.fwepiscopal.org/diocesanconvention/14convention/14bishop.html
http://www.fwepiscopal.org/diocesanconvention/14convention/14bishop.html
http://www.christianpost.com/news/tim-keller-mushy-middle-in-religion-is-disappearing-49983/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/tim-keller-mushy-middle-in-religion-is-disappearing-49983/
http://eppc.org/publications/dr-timothy-keller-at-the-march-2013-faith-angle-forum/
http://eppc.org/publications/dr-timothy-keller-at-the-march-2013-faith-angle-forum/
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which used to identify mostly with the religious, are shifting more and more 
toward being supportive of the secularists.  Or to put it another way, a large 
portion of American society has never looked upon the Christian Faith with 
such suspicion and disdain as it does today.  We are not in Kansas anymore. 

3) Now to the two observations of Bp. Iker and Tim Keller I would add my 
own, a third.  Today’s secularism has no abiding force over peoples’ hearts or 
lives.  It is brittle, it is sterile, it is oftentimes a passing through point for 
something less irreligious.  But what G. K. Chesterton said is certainly true, 
 
“When people turn from God, they don’t believe in nothing—they believe in anything.”  

I believe the mushy middle which is inclining with the hardened secularists 
against any sympathy with the Judeo-Christian heritage of our nation are 
flooding into crazy, personally fabricated, subjective religions of every 
conceivable stripe.  (The prophets of this movement are Oprah, Joel Osteen, 
countless TV evangelist kooks.)  And these modern personal religions are 
generally just the ancient heresies reborn. 

On this point I commend to you Ross Douthat’s book Bad Religion: How 
We Became a Nation of Heretics. 

So in review and headed toward my charge, 

1) The legal battle we will soon win is but one embodiment of a huge 
spiritual conflict which is not going to go away but rather is surely 
intensifying and will continue to intensify. 

2) We are no longer in Kansas where a positive regard for the Bible and 
historic Christianity is assumed or pretended by the majority.  Those 
days are gone. 

3) A brittle and sterile secularism points many amongst whom we live to 
self-fabricated, semi-crazy, private religions which are merely the ancient 
heresies given new life . . . . . SO 

1) We must be a Biblically and theologically educated parish which can 
discern and articulate the difference between historically orthodox Christianity 
and its many modern heretical pretenders.  We must have theological 
literacy and discernment.  We are a theologically-oriented parish.  We 
must continue to be so.  In this historical and cultural context, 
theological discernment is essential. 

2) We must perceive and anticipate the huge cultural shift occurring in our 
world and in our society so that we are not caught by surprise by the fact that 
Christianity, historic Biblical Christianity, is perceived by sharply increasing 
numbers not merely as false, but as positively harmful to a society’s well-
being.  We now live and minister in a setting where disdain and open 
antagonism toward Biblical Christianity is growing by the day and will likely 
continue to grow.  We must have the courage to face criticism and 

disdain and perhaps even very soon persecution.  We must continue to 
align ourselves with our Christian brethren in other parts of the world 
who are already facing deadly persecution.  We must stand strong and 
unwavering in the face of the lesser opposition we currently face.  We 
must not be shocked when it evolves into open persecution. 

3) We must in this environment of global chaos, increasingly anti-religious 
secularism and anti-Christian heretical antagonism to Biblical Christianity be 
sure that our hearts and attitudes are deeply touched by the Christian virtues 
and attitudes of kindness, gentleness, respectfulness, hospitality, and non-
retaliatory care for the lost many of whom regard themselves as our enemies.  
These Christian attitudes and virtues are an indispensable aspect of our 
witness to a world which is terribly lost and hurling itself toward oblivion.  We 
must not be tempted by the polarization in our own setting or the increasing 
militarization of forces intent upon our destruction to take away the 
distinctive graces which have always characterized Christian people in a setting 
of hostile antagonism. 

(Now I am not making an argument or even raising the implication of a 
flaccid pacifism or inaction in the realms of military or law enforcement issues 
which might be required in the new reality.  I am not addressing those issues 
at all.) 

But for the majority of us who are not soldiers, not law enforcement 
professionals, just regular Christian people with regular jobs and regular lives, 

We must embody the attitudes of Christian humility and non-
retaliatory self-giving so emphatically and repeatedly taught by Jesus 
as we hold forth the gospel of grace in a global and local setting in 
which there is so much evil and so much antagonism to the truth.  The 
single greatest demonstration of the truth of the Christian gospel to 
most amongst whom we live and minister will be the authenticity of 
our own lives as a distinctively Christian community.  Jesus plainly told 
his followers how they were to respond to those who were hostile to 
them.  And our witness is inextricably bound up in our willingness to 
be obedient in this area. 

I close with the words of our Lord, 

Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for 
harvest. (John 4:35) 

And again, 

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor 
do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 
 
 
 
 

It won’t do for us to have heads full of misconceptions and 
misunderstandings about this complex religion.  After all, 
approximately 23% of the world’s population is Muslim.  That’s 
1.6 billion people for whom Jesus surely died! Join us for the last 
two weeks. 
February 8    R. William Dickson   
                       Islam and the Challenge of Modernity 

 February 15   William McKeachie & Karren F. 
            Islam and the Christian Church 

Sunday Adult Education 

in Moncrief Hall at 9:15 a.m. 



 

 

Fire! Fire! Leave Immediately!!!! It was 2:00 AM when the fire 
alarm sounded jolting me out of bed. The alarm box sited the area…
back hallway! Fortunately this was a false alarm, a false alarm, but a 
warning. It was a warning that in the “event of” do not linger; do not 
hesitate; don’t look back but leave immediately! In other words, “get 
while the getting is good”! 

Too often one’s hesitation can be their own destruction:  making the 
wrong choice…”doing” instead of “not doing”. disobedience instead 
of obedience, not heeding the warnings which could save your life!  

FIRE! FIRE! LEAVE IMMEDIATELY! 
A PROBABLE HURRICANE 4 COMING YOUR 
WAY! EVACUATE! 
WILD FIRES SPREADING! LEAVE THE AREA ! 
TORNADO SITING! SEEK SHELTER 
IMMEDIATELY! 

“Get them out of here because we are going to destroy this 
place.  The outcry to the Lord against its people is so great that 
He has sent us to destroy it.”   
Genesis 19:14 (Angels to Lot) 

He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the Lord is 
about to destroy the city!” 
Genesis 19:14 (Lot to family) 

With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, 
“Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here 
or you will be swept away when the city is punished. 
Genesis 19:15 

When he hesitated the men grasped his hand and the hands of 
his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the 
city, for the Lord was merciful to them. As soon as they had 
brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! And 
don’t stop anywhere in the plain!” Flee to the mountains or you 
will be swept away!” 
Genesis 19:16-17 

By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. 
Then the Lord rained down burning sulfer on Sodom and 
Gomorrah from the Lord out of the heavens, Thus He 
overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those 
living in the cities and also the vegetation in the land. But Lot’s 
wife looked badk and became a pillar of salt. 

Which command is harder for you to obey-a “don’t” or a “do”? 
When did you hesitate to do something you knew God wanted you 
to do? Why did you hesitate?  What happened?  Were there 
repercussions?  How many times were you warned….told “do not” 
and you did? 

Oh Lottie, Mrs. Lottie!  If you had only had the foresight you would 
not be in hindsight! “Mrs. Lottie”, Lot’s wife is another “wife of” and 
another bad girl of the Bible. She was a prosperous woman who may 
have been more attached to the good life than was good for her. 
Though there is no indication she participated in the sin of Sodom, 
her story implies that she had learned to tolerate it and that her heart 
had become divided as a result. 

Sadly and unfortunately, “Mrs. 
Lottie” did become a “pillar of the 
community”…a pillar of salt. Lot’s 
wife is remembered less for who she 
was-wife, mother, daughter, sister-
than what she became, a pillar of salt. 
All it took was one irresistible but 
forbidden glance back at what was 
happening behind her, and she 
turned into salt, one of the world’s 
most common, and most used 
chemicals. 

“Mrs. Lot” not only looked, she 
hesitated, perhaps long enough for the edge of maelstrom to reach 
her and wrap her head-to-toe in sodium chloride. Oh, Mrs. Lottie 
was it that difficult to say good-bye to a lifestyle of luxury, to all that 
stuff? Oh, Mrs. Lottie if you had only not looked back!  

In Lot’s wife, we can see ourselves looking back, regretting decisions 
made, mourning lost opportunities, yearning for ended relationships. 
Because we’re looking behind us, we can’t see what is before us. We 
may not turn into a pillar of salt, but we’ll end up stuck in one place. 
Do you find yourself spending a lot of time looking back? Allow 
HIM to grasp your hand and safely lead you away from the past, 
enjoying the present and planning for the future. 

Lessons Learned from Lot’s Wife: 
 He who hesitates is lost 

 Don’t be a thrill seeker. You can’t take it with you . (There is 
no luggage rack on the vehicle to heaven).  

 Get while the getting is good. Don’t stop. Do not look back. 
Take His hand and walk with him to safety. Likewise, no one 
in the field should go back for anything.  Luke 17:31 

 Actions speak a lot louder than words. 

  Making the wrong choice can be risky with one’s 
relationship with the LORD.  The LORD is a God who 
knows, and by him deeds are weighed. I Samuel 2:3 

 When God says walk,  Walk. Do not hesitate waiting for a 
better route/idea/plan. The LORD already knows the best 
itinerary for our lives.  Obey His commands.  Follow His Word. 
I have kept my feet from every evil path so that I might 
obey your word. Psalm 119:101 

 The escape route is clear: Jesus Christ. How shall we 
escape if we ignore such a great salvation?  Hebrews 2:3 

 Stuff is temporary. Life in Christ is eternal. What good will 
it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his 
soul?  Matthew 16:26 

 Remember Lot’s wife. This is the Lord’s message to his 
followers for his future revelation as found in Luke 17:32:  
“Remember Lot’s wife!”  

The Lord’s message, then and now, is the same one the angels 
delivered to Lot and his family:  “Don’t stop.  Don’t look back.  Take 
my hand and walk with me to safety.” 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY: NEVER LOOK BACK 
by Marsland Moncrief 
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Craig Barbolla 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:  
“LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME…” MARK 10:14 

by Judy Mayo 
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Preschool Chaplains’ Ministry 
Men giving of  their time and talents…. 
One of the very important ministries which has been 
growing steadily during the past year is that of our preschool 
chaplains. This is a group of wonderful laymen in our parish 
who conduct a simple 25-30 minute service for our children 
of preschool and pre-K age, in the Children’s Chapel of St. 
Andrew’s, every Sunday throughout the year, except on a 
few Sundays when these children are involved in processions 
and happenings which are a part of the 10:30 service. 
Preschool chapel is a sweet service which is patterned after 
our Morning Prayer Service, but is simplified for very young 
children. Each week, the children help the chaplain of the 
day light and extinguish the candles and pass the offering 
plates. The chaplains wear vestments, and the service is very 
reverent, orderly, and joyful. It is a most wonderful sight and 
experience.  

Preschool chapel also involves a hymn of the month and a 
Bible verse of the month, which are well planned and 
coordinated to tie in with the children’s weekly biblical 
studies and with the seasons of the church year. Thus, the 
children are learning and experiencing simple “church year 
teaching” from a tender age. Often songs of praise are 
added, to tie in with the specific Bible story or theme of the 
day, but the hymn of the month is always from our 1940 
Hymnal. Karen Ferrer, Megan Breedlove, and Karen 

Watkins play the piano and teach the children hymns and 
songs each week in chapel.  Preschoolers are engaged and 
involved at every level in this service.     

On this page, I would like to highlight and thank the eight 
men who make up the Preschool Chaplains’ Team at 
present. They are: Craig Barbolla, Reagan Casey, Jason 
Cauble, Tim Ferrer, Roy Gallagher, Steven 
Scarborough, Rob Sell, and Thomas Spooner. These 
men have gone through training to become children’s 
chaplains, and they all have a wonderful way with our 
preschoolers.  Each one brings his own personality and 
special “touch” to the service. They really love the children 
of our parish, and are super dedicated and faithful in 
discharging their ministry as lay chaplains. This is a beautiful 
example of the use of their time and talents in serving at St. 
Andrew’s! Remember Jesus’ words to his disciples (Mark 
10:14-15): “Let the little children come to me, and forbid them not, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does 
not receive the kingdom of God like a child, shall not enter therein.” 
 

VBS Lunch Planning Meeting 

Sunday, February 8, 12:00 to 1:15 p.m. 

Youth Room 3 in Ryan House 

 Nursery open & activities provided for older children 

 

Reagan Casey Jason Cauble Tim Ferrer 

Roy Gallagher Rob Sell Thomas Spooner Steven Scarborough 



 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry exists to give inmates a short course  in Christianity, as well as maintain ongoing contact to encourage 
them in their faith and walk with Christ. 

Duane McDaniel & Jim Rhea will be making a trip to Hutchins Unit State Prison February 19 to 22. 

How can you be a pert of this ministry and respond to a spiritual opportunity to follow Christ’s call to “Visit the least of 
these in prison” even if you never actually enter a prison? 

 Prayer: Kairos needs people to be praying for the weekend, for the protection and empowerment of the team and that 
God will touch the hearts of the inmates, known as “brothers in white.” 

 Donate Cookie Mix or Money to Buy Cookies: Contact Jim Rhea at 817-239-0815 or at jcrhea@att.net for details. 

 “Green Agape”: It costs approximately $350 per inmate to go through Kairos weekend, and each team volunteer is 
asked to raise that amount. The amount the Lord places on you heart is very much appreciated.  

 

For more information about becoming a part of this vital 
ministry contact Jim Rhea or Duane McDaniel. 

If you can help, including your willingness to pray for this 
event and the amazing impact ti makes on the inmates and 
their families, Contact Duane McDaniel at 817-443-0606 or 
duanemcdaniel1@msn.com, and or Jim Rhea. 

 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when 
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 
you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  
Matthew 25:37-40 
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
by Helen Doremus 

Epiphany as a season is dedicated to the young life 
of Jesus, the gradual advancement of his growth 
towards the moment on the Cross when he 
sacrifices himself for us all. We begin by celebrating 
with the wise men that they have followed a light 
across the wilderness and found the Light of the 
World. In a few weeks, we will be ourselves called 
into the wilderness for the season of Lent, but 
before Ash Wednesday arrives, we are meant to 
contemplate the nature of the light it is that we are 
seeking, the manner in which it grows until it 
penetrates the whole of our field of vision. 

“You know how sometimes on a pitch black night 
in the country,” says 20th-century theologian 
Evelyn Underhill in Light of Christ, “you see far off one glimmer of 
light and you follow it and it turns out to be just a candle in a 
cottage window—but it was enough to assure you of life ahead, to 
give you the lead you wanted in the dark. In the same way, when 
the Magi turned from their abstruse calculations in search of 
heaven and followed a star, they did not arrive at a great 
mathematical result or revelation of the cosmic mind. They found 
a poor little family party and were brought to their knees—
because, like the truly wise, they were really humble-minded—
before a baby born under most unfortunate circumstances, a 
mystery of human life, a little living growing thing.” 

In the darkness of night, the human eye is capable of spotting the 
light of a flickering candle up to 30 miles away. The entire function 
of the eye is to interpret the light of the world into information the 
brain can understand and use. And as light grows, as more light is 
available to process, the eye is able to discern shape, depth, size, 
and color. In the darkness of time and space, the eye was created 
for light. 1 Thessalonians 5:5 tells us that we are indeed “all the 
children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the 
night, nor of darkness.”  

Jesus, as the Light of the World incarnate, grew from a single 
flame, dimly perceptible to those who were told where to look, 
into such a light that it consumed the whole of creation, reaching 
into every dark space. After all, on the very first day, God created 
light, and then he created everything that was ever meant to be 
seen by it. It is the very crux of what we mean when we say “God 
is everywhere.” It’s a simple sentiment, but no less true for it.  

Underhill continues, “The utmost man can achieve on his own 
here capitulates before the unspeakable simplicity of the methods 
of God. He is the Light of the World—all of it. He does not only 
want or illuminate spiritual things. His hallowing touch is for the 
ox and the ass, as afterwards for the sparrows and the flowers. 
There never was a less high-brow religion or one more deeply in 
touch with natural life than Christianity, although it is infinite in its 
scope. Whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, the 
same shall be greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Later in his life, as his flame was growing ever brighter, Jesus gave 
his disciples the only truly complete prayer, the Lord’s Prayer. It 
too is short and deceptively simple, and yet it covers every piece of 
the human experience, bridges every nuance and divide, serving as 
an expansive guiding light in the darknesses of a fallen creation. 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” we are 

instructed to pray, as Mary must have prayed in the 
various trials of her pregnancy; as Joseph must have 
prayed when the Lord asked him to put away concern 
for worldly appearances and instead shoulder the task of 
loving and shielding Mary and Jesus in their vulnerability; 
as the wise men must have prayed when they were led 
from their worlds of influence into the wilderness, and 
again when they fled King Herod’s machinations with 
the first-hand knowledge of God’s greatest act of 
creative love in their hearts.  

In her meditations on the Lord’s Prayer, Underhill says, 
“We do not ask for some impossible spirituality, some 
miraculous deliverance from this our creaturely state. We 
are committed to the life of the senses with all its risks 

and deceits; and we know well our own weakness, our inclination 
to sin. Yet we know too that in this confusion the rescuing power 
of the Holy is already active, and that if we are supple to His 
pressure we shall be kept from the temptations and delivered from 
the evil of a world in which grace and nature struggle together; in 
which the spirit of man, in spite of confusions and bewilderments, 
is never left alone.” 

As we travel in every dim place, we are creatures designed to seek 
light. Our whole universe was built on the spark of God’s light, 
and when the Word was made flesh, that Light brought the 
possibility of new life to us all where we foundered in our 
darknesses. Each journey is led home through the haze of night by 
the single glow of candlelight which, as we come closer, proves to 
be a lamp that may banish every shadow and creeping danger, if 
only we will draw near. This is the proof of God’s love, that He 
will venture into the wilderness and search, filling Creation with 
light so He may pull every small soul from darkness. This is the 
secret to that mystery which consumed the wise men so fully that 
they sought the answer wherever in the world it took them. 

As Underhill says, “The story of the Magi shows the new life 
which has appeared within the rich texture of our normal 
experience, casting its purifying radiance upon the whole existence 
of man [...] The Epiphany means the free pouring out of a limitless 
light – the Light of the World – not its careful communication to 
those whom we hold worthy to receive it. [...] Every real Christian 
is part of the dust-laden air which shall radiate the glowing Charity 
of God; catch and reflect His golden light. Ye are the light of the 
world, because you are irradiated by the one Light of the World, 
the holy generosity of God. The great New Testament saints – in 
fact, all saints – look right through and past the outward 
appearance of men's lives, and seek only for the seed of the divine 
life within them, the hidden Child of God.” 

As we prepare with Jesus for our journeys into the wilderness of 
ministry and mission, are we prepared to face darkness with love, 
knowing as we do the warmth of the Light of the World? Are we 
resolved as the Magi to set forth into that darkness seeking the 
single flame, without knowing what exactly we will find? Perhaps 
full preparation is impossible, but we children designed for the 
light and the day need not fear the darkness. If we but open our 
eyes and abandon our terrors, the Light of the World stands ready 
to brighten even the most treacherous of our paths. How then can 
we do anything less but embrace the darkness with the fullness of 
the love that illumines our way through it? 
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Birth-
days 

February 8 
Mary Ellen Doherty 

Linda Austin 

February 9 
Janis Remme 
Scott Long 
Mica Brown 

February 10 
Celia Browning 
Adelaide Royer 

Jacob Reece 
Emilio Golden 

February 11 
Alexander Sudderth 
Annabelle Doswell 

February 12 
Dorothy Warnken 

Pam Johndroe 
Tommy Helm 

February 13 
George Young 

Azilee Stephenson 

February 14 
Cathey Graves 

Vernon Crawford 
Bryan Brown 

Margaret Aughinbaugh 

 

Birthdays 
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Our Deepest Sympathy 
on the deaths of 

Kathryn Morgan 
wife of  

David Morgan 
father of  

Scot Morgan (Leah) 
grandfather of  

Lewis, Ben, & Abbie Morgan 

January 16, 2015 
 

Ron Shaulis 
husband of  

Donna Shaulis 
father of  

Kevin Shaulis 

January 29, 2015 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers for Sunday, February 8 

are given to the glory of God  

at the Church & Children’s 

Chapel altars 

in memory of  
Katherine Jane Rhodes Beste 
by Ginger & Joe Gearheart 

 
and at the Chapel altar 
in memory of Don F. Duffield 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Monica’s  
Guild Meeting 

Join us  

Tuesday, February 10, 2014  

at 10:00 a.m. 

at the home of  

Mrs. Norman Robbins, Jr. 

6144 Plum Valley Place 

817-731-8458 

Speaker 

The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary 

All guests are welcome. 



 

 

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church                                          

917 Lamar Street                                                                                   
Ft. Worth, Texas 76102                                                                                                       
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724                                                                       
Email: church@st-andrew.com 

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, except 
bi-weekly during the summer and the week after Christmas, by St. 
Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid at Fort Worth, TX. 
USPS 5898-90.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                                                                                       
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102. 

 The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. Bishop                                                              
 The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson Rector                                           
 The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie Vicar for Parish Ministry 
 The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary Director of Pastoral Care  
   & Spiritual Formation 

 Kendall Felton  Director of Student Ministries 
 Jason Runnels, PhD Choirmaster 
 Glenda Robinson Organist 
 Elisabeth Gray McKeachie Harpist 
 Judy Mayo Director of Children’s Ministries 
 Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
  Ministries 
  
 Peggy Rush Editor/Publications 

Mission Statement 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in 
the beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the lost 
to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and 
empower every member for ministry; and to spread God’s 
kingdom through charitable, righteous works locally and 
globally. 

Weekday Worship Schedule 

Tuesday 
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  
Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

Daily Schedule 
Monday, February 9 
11:50 a.m. Bill Nichols Bible Study, Moncrief 
Tuesday, February 10 
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study,  
   Koslow & Chapel 
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
1:30 p.m. Staff  Meeting, Koslow  
4:30 p.m. Investment Committee, Koslow 
5:30 p.m. Cantina Scriptorum Women’s Evening 
   Fellowship, Offsite 
Wednesday, February 11 
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow 
6:00 p.m. Alpha,*  Moncrief, Koslow, McFarland 
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* Choir Room 
Thursday, February 12 
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
9:30 a.m. Women’s Morning Bible Study,* 
   Moncrief 
11:00 a.m. Texas 42, Youth Room 
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland 
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline 
Friday, February 13 
Saturday, February 14 
Valentine’s Day 

8:00  a.m. Breakfast prep, Kitchen 
Sunday, February 15 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Quinquagesima 
6:00 a.m. Breakfast Prep, Kitchen 
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief 
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel 
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
   Moncrief 
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer ,* Church 
10:30 a.m. Preschool Chapel,* Children’s Chapel 
  followed by  Second Hour  Sunday 
  School,* Preschool Rooms 
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s Program 
  during  sermon,* Youth Room 3 
11:45 a.m. Children’s Choir,* Choir Room 
5:00  p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel 
  with light refreshments & discussion in 
  Koslow afterwards                      

*Nursery 

For more information about events  
please visit our webpage at  

www.st-andrew.com 

Prayer Chain Requests 
Names may be submitted to Carrie Brent 
at 817-738-6496 and/or Patti Parrish at 
parrishuc@mac.com.Permission 
should be obtained before submitting the 
name of someone other than oneself. 

Lenten Series  2015  
Join us Wednesdays at 12:00 Noon 

in the church for our 

Noon Wednesday Lenten Series 
beginning February 18 

Musical Meditations  
with organ, oboe and harp 
Speakers & a Light Lunch  

 
Citizens of Heaven Living Faithfully in this World as Aliens in a 

Strange Land “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20) 

 

Choral Evensong 
Sunday, February 8 

5:00 p.m. 

featuring  

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 

by John Ireland 

and God So Loved the World 

by Bob Chilcott 

mailto:church@st-andrew.com
http://www.st-andrew.com
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