
 

 

January 25 2015 
The Third Sunday 
after the Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m.  
Holy Communion 

8:45 a.m. 
Parish Breakfast* 

8:50 a.m.  
Praying for St. Andrew’s* 

9:15 a.m. 
Christian Education* 

for all ages 

10:30 a.m. 
Morning Prayer* 

10:30 a.m. 
Preschool Chapel* 

10:50 a.m. 
Second Hour  

Sunday School for 
preschool* 

11:15 a.m. 
Optional Elementary 
Children’s Program  

during sermon* 

11:50 a.m. 
Annual Parish Meeting* 
Activities for children 

during meeting 

5:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer* 

followed by light refreshments  
& discussion in Koslow 

*Nursery 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
This Sunday, January 25, at 11:50 in Moncrief  Hall 

The Lectionary 

Jeremiah 3:21-4:2  
1 Corinthians 7:17-23  

Mark 1:14-20  
Psalm 130  

MESSENGER  
SAINT ANDREW’S 

January 23, 2015 Volume 35, Number 3 

All are encouraged to attend the Annual Parish Meeting.   

This is a vital event in the operation of our church, to be held in Moncrief Hall following the 10:30 a.m. 
service. Among other articles of business, the new class of vestry members will be elected. Please read and 
prayerfully consider each of the candidates’ following biographies. Insofar as you are able, please plan to 

attend this important business meeting and time of fellowship. We are at a bright moment in our church’s 
life and it is time to celebrate and look to the future through the eyes of our Lord and Savior with a hope 

that surpasses mere expectation, but is rooted in the deep knowledge that God has been and is always 
faithful in His promises to His children.  Let us review the past year together and look toward the one 

before us shoulder to shoulder with our brothers and sisters here at St. Andrew’s. 

All of your leadership subscribe to the following credo: 

“I believe the Holy Scriptures to be the written and inspired word of God. By faith, I acknowledge Jesus Christ as God incarnate, 
the Lord by whose name all must be saved, and receive him as my personal savior. I believe he rose bodily from the grave on the 
third day. I pledge to promote and adhere to the Doctrine, Discipline and Worship of historic Anglicanism and St. Andrew's 

Parish as represented by the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion and the historic Prayer Book tradition." (St. Andrew’s Credo) 

All of your leadership agree to dedicate their time, treasures and talents to this mission: 

Mission Statement of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in the beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win 
the lost to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and empower every member for ministry; and to 

spread God’s kingdom through charitable, righteous works locally and globally. 

Karen Ferrer Howard Lovett Melanie Corcoran 

Thomas Spooner Pam Robbins Paul Prater Jim Stouffer 

Sarah Murrin 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB/Epiphany/BEpi3.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+3%3A21-4%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Corinthians+7%3A17-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+130+&version=ESV


 

 

I was raised in a Christian home 
in Kentucky and baptized in the 
Methodist Church. My mother 
was a lifelong Episcopalian, and I 
was introduced to the power and 
beauty of Anglican liturgy at an 
early age.

As a child, I would have said I 
was a Christian, but really was 

After our marriage nine years ago, my husband Brian—who was raised in the Catholic Church—and I—raised as a 
Methodist—began to look for a church home. We are blessed to have Bill and Ginger Dickson as neighbors and 
when, at their invitation, we visited St. Andrew’s, we knew our search was over. The beauty of this historic stone 
church, its traditional, Anglican-centered worship, and welcoming congregation spoke to our hearts.   

Our family includes four wonderful children: Brandon (24), Emily (23), Katelyn (22) and Collin (17). I have a degree 
in art history from the University of the South (Sewanee), and have spent my 20+ year career in development with 
community organizations including the Amon Carter Museum, Baylor All Saints Medical Center, the George W. 
Bush Presidential Center, and now Cook Children’s. In my spare time, I enjoy cooking, needlepointing, and the sport 
of eventing (sort of a ”triathlon” for horse and rider). 

One of the things I love most about St. Andrew’s is the way I have been challenged to grow in faith and Christian 
discipleship and to explore ways to actively engage. Brian and I have become involved in a number of ways. I am a 
member of the Altar Guild. Brian is a member of the Associate Vestry, an Usher and Reader. We also enjoy opportu-

nities to work in the kitchen alongside Angie Felton.   

Although my tenure at St. Andrew’s is shorter than many others, my belief in its credo is equally strong. I am honored to be nominated, and it 
would be my privilege to serve on the Vestry and give back to this church and congregation that have come to mean so much to me. 

My husband, Tim, and I came to St. Andrew’s in 2007 and were confirmed in 2008. For me this was the culmination 
of many years of feeling a need for more depth in Bible teaching and worship, a need at odds with current trends in 
evangelicalism. I could not have predicted just how much I would be blessed and how my life would be changed by 
being a part of St. Andrew’s!  

In the church calendar, the liturgy, the music, the teaching and preaching, I have continually placed before my eyes 
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” – as well as risen and reigning at the right hand of the Father. To be here is to truly “feed on 
Him in my heart by faith, with Thanksgiving.”  

This past year I was blessed to lead a group of dedicated volunteers as the Senior Warden of the Associate Vestry. An 
early high point of the year was the Associate Vestry Workday. The goal of this Workday was to provide assistance to 
Nick with some tasks that only need to be done  intermittently and which he struggles to get to in the time that he has 

here. I also chair our enthusiastic Greeters, work with Judy in Preschool Chapel, and lead a Sunday morning time of  prayer for St. Andrew's. 
Tim and I are also devoted students in Dr. Dickson's Greek class.  

In the rest of my life, I am an artist and a recorder player. I have counted it a real privilege to be able to play with Lisa and Glenda from time to 
time.   

As 2015 gets underway, I'm looking forward to seeing what God has in store for all of us here at St. Andrew's!  

MEET YOUR VESTRY 2015 CANDIDATES  

I was raised in a Christian home in Kentucky and baptized in the Methodist Church. My mother was a lifelong 
Episcopalian, and I was introduced to the power and beauty of Anglican liturgy at an early age. 

As a child, I would have said I was a Christian, but really was more of a deist, and as I entered adulthood, I had 
neither come to grips with the implications of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, nor, turned my life over to His 
direction. 

It is a fact that our outsides rarely reflect our insides, and I had a God sized hole that became a very despairing 
place. Grace is a funny thing, and I don’t have room to describe how I came to a different understanding of life, 
but I have. I understand Jesus Christ not only as Savior (and if you have been where I have, no other word will do) 
and Lord, which to me means that I’m no longer the purpose of my own life. 

 

St. Andrews’ has been an integral part of this transformation. I am blessed to be a regular participant in the Tuesday men’s group, and Rector’s 
Bible study, and other weekday programs, such as Alpha and FX. I serve on our Ministry and Mission Committee, as Chalice Bearer, and ush-
er. In our community, I look for places to share God’s love through Read2Win, the UGM, Feed by Grace, and other ministries. 

I have three grown daughters, and my wife, Kelly, is a native of Fort Worth and a “Horned Frog.” I have been a member here since 1995. 
Kelly and I were both confirmed as Episcopalians at St. Andrews. 

It would be an honor to be asked to be a steward of our church through serving on our vestry.  

Howard Lovett 

Karen Ferrer 

Melanie  

Corcoran 
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MEET YOUR VESTRY 2015 CANDIDATES  

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.   Ephesians2:10 

This is the scripture my brothers and I chose for our fathers’ headstone. We liked its double meaning relating to our 
father, but personally, it has always been my credo.  

I was confirmed at St. Andrew’s in 1973. We have three children who have grown up in the Church. Our first 
grandchild is to be christened in a few weeks.  

I have been a realtor in Fort Worth for 30 years. I am active in many of the realtor association committees, 
particularly the Governmental Affairs, and Political Action Committees. I am serving my third term on the 
association’s Board of Directors. I am active in the community of Fort Worth as well, and am currently serving as 
the campus coach for Ridglea Hills Elementary School’s Read 2 Win program. My husband and I are focused on 
improving the public schools, and he is currently serving as President of the Board of Trustees for FWISD.  

In my 40 plus years at St. Andrew’s and my passion for the Lord’s service, I sang in the Choir for 30 years, served as President of St. Martha’s 
Guild, Chair of the Music Committee, chaired the Eddleman-McFarland Day Nursery Fund for 10 years, served on the Associate Vestry 2 
years, and Norman and I chaired the Stewardship Drive.  

I firmly believe in the “abundant life” and its spiritual fulfillment, both in my life and in the larger life of St. Andrew’s. If you are abiding in 
Christ, following His Truths, you will be blessed beyond comprehension. I have been and believe St. Andrew’s has been as well.  

I have and will again enthusiastically and without reservation confirm our credo.  

Pam Robbins 

I have been a member of St. Andrew’s since 1992 along with my wife, Sally, our two daughters with their hus-
bands and our three grandchildren. Our entire family has benefited greatly from our Christian family at St. An-
drews and cannot imagine being anywhere else. I am a C.P.A. and have been a part of various professional and 
financial enterprises over the last 39 years. 

I have been blessed by my involvement with Christian education, small groups and men’s discipleship. I have 
been honored to participate in the lay Eucharistic visitor ministry, as a chalice bearer, lector and in small group 
ministries. I have no doubts that I received much more than I gave in these activities. I also have served on past 
Vestries, chaired our Finance Committee and have represented our Deanery on the Bishop’s executive council. 

At St. Andrew’s, I believe that I have truly come to understand God’s Grace and strive, with the support of the St 
Andrew’s family, to live my life in that Grace with God’s help. I have learned that we are all a part of the body of 
Christ and that we cannot progress in our Christian walk except by being a part of that Body. 

I would like to be a part of the Vestry as I believe that we are at an important point in the life of our Parish. As we are coming to an end of our 
struggles with TEC, it is critical that we put into action the “next chapter” by focusing on evangelism, families, youth and our growing popula-
tion of seniors. We are over 4 years into our second hundred years in the stone Church that we call home and we need to ensure, by God’s 
help, that we serve as good stewards for the next hundred years. 

Paul Prater 

My name is Sarah Murrin and I am thankful for St. Andrew’s. Here, God has given me the gift of a body of 
believers who are rooted in His holy scripture and who seek to glorify and worship Him by serving each other and 
our community. For years, the wonderful women of St. Andrew’s Bible study and scripture memory groups have 
shown me how each of us is created to fulfill specific parts of God’s plan, how He equips us in advance to do 
these things, and how His grace is sufficient for everything He calls us to do. Through studying the Word together, 
we keep each other accountable and grounded in the Lord.  

I am also thankful to be a part of the Altar Guild and to follow in the footsteps of the ladies who work diligently 
and quietly to preserve and prepare the holy and beautiful worship spaces in our church. It is here at St. Andrew’s 
that I have met the great group in Great Books who inspire me to open my mind and seek to understand the 
many facets of God’s creation through literature. It is at St. Andrew’s that I’ve had the opportunity to serve beyond 
our church walls at the Victory Temple Ministries here in Fort Worth and, along with my family, at the King’s 

Children’s Home in Belize.  

Professionally, I have an art consulting business and help to build private and corporate art collections. I enjoy traveling, books, museums, and 
creating a home for my family. My greatest loves and gifts from God are my family, my husband, Philip, our children, Philip, Jr., Mary 
Elizabeth & Carolina, and our extended family and friends. 

Sarah Murrin 

3 



 

 

I am a Fort Worth native, and a cradle Episcopalian. My wife, Phyllis, and I have been married for 31 years. She 
graduated from Cleburne High School and TCU, and we are in the Horned Frog Nation. We have three chil-
dren who were all confirmed at St. Andrew’s. Stephanie is 26, and lives in Washington, D.C.. Jay is 24, and is 
stationed at Camp Barrett at Marine Corps Base Quantico, VA. Marshall is 21, and is a senior at Georgia Tech. 
We have been members at St. Andrew’s for about 15 years. 

I am a trial lawyer, mostly defending physicians in medical negligence cases, and assisting them in matters before 
the Texas Medical Board. I have also handled a case for a pastor of a non-denominational church who was sued 
for improperly imposing “church discipline” against a church member. Since it was found to be an ecclesiastical 
matter, it was dismissed by the court. 

As a cradle Episcopalian, I’ve always tried to remain aware that I am first a Christian, with only an Episcopal/
Anglican flavor. (I will use the word “try” a lot, because I feel I’m rarely successful!). My Christian journey has 

many self-inflicted speed bumps. The trip is more enjoyable because of our rich liturgy, music, and rational thought. Having been raised 
in an Anglo/Catholic tradition, I also carry a healthy amount of guilt, and I make a good “miserable offender.” After all, to quote my fa-
vorite theologian, Suzanne Hearn, “It’s not just about love; it’s also about salvation.”  

Dickens began his great book, “Hard Times,” with, “Now, what I want is, Facts.” I accept fully the fact of the virgin birth, and the facts 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus. They are not just symbolic. Since I’m a lawyer, facts have special importance to me, and these facts 
provide the foundation of my faith. Times may change, but facts remain the same.  

Since we joined St. Andrew’s, I have served as an usher, Acolyte Dad (a real one to my three children, and the nagging one to numerous 
other acolytes), and a member of the Associate Vestry. I regularly attend the 10:30 a.m. service. I served on the Vestry at St. Francis Epis-
copal Church in Victoria, TX when we lived there in the 80’s. 

I am a trial lawyer. I have to assume that all my cases will eventually be presented to a jury. I am not just a “litigator,” who spends all his 
time preparing for something that never happens. As a result, I try to “see the end of the paragraph.” I don’t claim to know what will 
happen, but I think I know how I’ll get there. I use a road map, and if an expected landmark isn’t found, I try to know how to alter the 
route. The distractions of the litigation are largely behind us, and we all should be looking forward. St. Andrew’s, and the whole diocese, 
can continue moving towards the mission of the Church, focusing on growing our parish, especially for the booming downtown popula-
tion. As someone whose main participation at St. Andrew’s is being in the pews on Sunday, I recognize that our biblical foundation and 
teaching is as strong as any “Bible” church or denomination known for biblical instruction. We have a jewel shining in the city. 

To paraphrase Sen. Barbara Jordan, my faith in the Credo of the parish is whole, it is complete, it is total.    

Jim Stouffer 

MEET YOUR VESTRY 2015 CANDIDATES  

My name is Thomas Spooner, and I’ve attended St. Andrew’s a little over three years with my wife, Karis. We 
moved to Fort Worth shortly after graduating from Dallas Baptist University and marrying in 2010. We’ve lived and 
worked here ever since. I am currently working on a Master’s degree in Philosophy at the University of Dallas, 
which I hopefully will complete this May. Both Karis and I enjoy reading and travelling, and perhaps the only argu-
ment we have—though she may disagree—concerns which use of our time is better.  

It wasn’t until my high school years that I came to know the depth of God’s love, and it was this truth that made me 
a believer. My parents were divorcing at the time, and so life was confusing. I put down my skateboard—not that 
there’s anything wrong with skateboarding—picked up a few books that I hoped would straighten my thinking, and 
haven’t put them down since.  

It was the depth of the answers I received from the Christian faith at that time and since, that baptized my heart and 
mind to believe the truth of the gospel. It also showed me marriage, led me to Karis, and finally to St. Andrew’s. 
Since I began attending St. Andrew’s I’ve been involved in a number of ministries. I taught the high school students 

for a while during Sunday school, and have been involved in the Children’s chapel for a couple years now. I’ve also attended the S.H.A.P.E. 
class and DISCO, and have been involved in the adult education hour Sunday mornings and evening prayer Sunday nights. I affirm the credo 
of St. Andrew’s in every respect, and I am glad to have found a home here. 

Thomas  

Spooner 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY: DROP, COVER, AND HOLD ON!by Marsland Moncrief 

Shake, rattle and roll!  A recent “spat” of disturbances has had residents in the 
Metroplex a bit shaken, a bit rattled and heading for cover. The magnitudes 
of these tremors have varied, but one local was seen sporting a T-shirt with 
the message “I survived the 3.5.” “Drop, cover and hold on” were earthquake 
response tips passed along by Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins following 
the last round of disturbances. Well heeded advice when the earth begins to 
tremble beneath you!  

Drop, cover and hold on was exactly what Dallas Cowboy Dez Bryant was 
attempting to do when he caught the controversial catch during playoff 
games.   

What (‘s) a Catch!. (?) Bryant’s key grab overturned on dubious replay and Cowboys’ 
season ends in heartbreak…‘He must maintain possession of the football throughout the 
entire process of the catch, explained referee Steratore.’ Owner Jones assured that Dez did 
maintain possession…however…’Judgment cases are the responsibility of the judges.  We’ve 
all agreed to go with the judgment of the judges, the owner said.’ 
Dallas Morning News 

While Dez maintained he had held on when he dropped in the end zone, replays 
proved otherwise.  When the game concluded, Bryant left the field covered up 
with a towel draped over his head… “I just can’t believe it!”  Clearly his 
“world” had been shaken, leaving him a bit rattled. 

Have you experienced times when the earth seemed to tremble beneath you, 
leaving you shaken and rattled?  Have such disturbances caused you to 
respond dropping, covering and holding on for dear life? Have you received 
a “judgment” call that ended your “dream” season resulting in heartbreak? 
Have there been “tremors” that have been of such a magnitude you wanted 
to run for cover, times when you just couldn’t believe it? 

Drop, cover and hold on seems to be a reoccurring theme throughout Liz Curtis Higgs 
‘book, Bad Girls of the Bible and What We Can Learn from Them. The Thursday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study will journey thru ten of the Bibles’ best-known femmes fatales 
beginning January 22. These femmes fatales found at one time or another the need to 
“drop, cover and hold on”. And it would be fair to say that they also experienced 
disturbances, some of greater magnitudes than others.  In fact, in some cases, these 
femmes fatales were the “disturbers”.   

There are many lessons to be learned from these women, issues that women 
deal with every day. Eve had food issues. Then there was Potiphar’s Wife 
and Deliah who had man trouble; Lot’s Wife and Michal who couldn’t let go 
of anything. And there were a couple of women who were only “seasonally” 
bad but not forever,  the Woman at the Well who quenched her thirst for 
the truth; Rahab and the Sinful Woman who left their sordid histories behind 
proving bad girls can have a gloriously good future. 

It all began with Eve, the first “bad girl” of the Bible.  Her story is all too 
familiar and as with our second “bad girl”, Potiphar’s Wife both had similar 
issues.  Both desired something they could not have; both tried to cover-up 
when their plans were foiled and both played the blame game trying to put 
the blame on some-one else.  Drop, cover and hold on! 

Lessons we can learn from Eve and Potiphar’s: 

 Don’t get into a debate with Satan. Get out!  Submit yourselves, then, to 
God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7 

 Know God’s Word so you won’t be fooled! I have hidden your word in 
my heart that I might not sin against you. Psalm 119:11 

 Watch out for the big three! Women are physical, emotional, and 
spiritual in nature, and all three areas have their weak spots. For 
everything in the world-the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting 
of what he has and does-comes not from the Father but from the world. 1 John 2:16 

 Avoid the Blame Game! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  
Thanks be to God-through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 7:24-25 

 Stay on your toes Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Ephesians 5:15-16 

 It’s smart to surround ourselves with support Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. Ephesians 6:11 

 When we stumble, confession beats a cover-up Save me, O LORD, 
from lying lips and from deceitful tongues. Psalm 120:2 

 Drop, Cover and Hold On! When the earth begins to tremble 
beneath you, drop to your knees in prayer; cover yourself with God’s 
Word and you will be able to hold on! 

But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with 
all your heart and with all your soul.  When you are in distress and all these things have 
happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him.  
For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget 
the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath. Deuteronomy 
4:29-31 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.  I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and will bring you back from 
captivity.’  Jeremiah 29:11-14 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the 
door will be opened.  Matthew 7: 7-8 

The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. Nahum 1:7 

Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  Do not add to 
his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.  Proverbs 30: 5-6 
 

Women’s Thursday  
Morning Bible Study 

Thursdays 9:30 a.m. 
January 22—March 26 

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have 
been forgiven—for she loved much.  

Luke 7:47 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: DON’T UNDERESTIMATE THE TOOLS GOD GIVES YOU! 
by Judy Mayo 

Your Influence Can  
Be Lasting 

Last week, on this page, Suzanne Gill shared 
some beautiful words about both the importance 
and the joy of passing the faith on to our Sunday 
School students and/or our children and 
grandchildren.  Some days, this seems to go very 

easily and smoothly, and other days, frustrations may arise, but it is 
important for all of us to remember we are simply called to do our 
part in sowing “the seeds of faith” in the lives of young people, with 
love, care, and faithfulness, and we can leave the rest in the Lord’s 
hands.  It is He who will water those seeds and bring about the final 
harvest, in His good time.  

Years ago, I learned a great deal from a fabulous teacher, Betty 
Hildebrand, wife of the Rev’d John Hildebrand, rector of St. 
Andrew’s from 1968 to 1989. She taught the Youth Confirmation 
Class at St. Andrew’s (which at that time was mostly 8th graders) for a 
number of years, and both our daughters went through her class. She 
taught with great dedication and devotion, as well as conviction, and 
offered weekly make-up sessions in her home for students who had 
to miss a class now and then.  

She had a few “challenge students” in her class through the years, but 
she treated all her students with the same love, respect, and care. One 
young man in particular seemed a bit distracted much of the time, 
she shared with me. But he completed her class successfully and was 
confirmed and went on to high school. However, during high 
school, he fell prey to some serious problems. Fortunately, with the 
Lord’s help and the assistance and support of his family and others, 
he was able to get the help he needed. When he had gotten through 
this life crisis, he called Betty Hildebrand and asked her if he might 
come back and speak to her Youth Confirmation Class… to tell 
them “just how important it was to ‘listen up’ to Mrs. Hildebrand and all that 
she was teaching them.” Can you imagine the impact that talk had with 
those junior high students? God was watering the “seeds” Betty had 
faithfully planted, and honoring her years of prayer and dedicated 
teaching. Whether you feel YOU have one talent, or two or three, 
God can use YOU for His purposes too… so never  underestimate 
what the Lord, through you, can accomplish! Come share a talent or 
two with our children!  

Scout & Camp Fire Sunday 

On Sunday, February 1, we shall observe Scout and Camp 
Fire Sunday at St. Andrew’s in a very simple way.  During 
the 10:30 service, Dr. Dickson will invite all children, youth, 
men, and women who are involved currently (or have been 
in the past) with Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire USA, 
and/or any other organizations which promote good 
citizenship, honor and worship of God, camping, and love 
of God’s great outdoors, to wear their uniforms to church, 
if they wish, and stand in place in their pews and be 
recognized as he leads the congregation in a prayer of 
gratitude for the good work which these organizations do in 
our community. These groups have impacted many youth in 
positive ways through the years. 

A Letter Worth Saving 

Teaching Sunday School is a wonderful ministry. It is a 
“call” God places upon men’s and women’s hearts. A 
good teacher sows “seeds of eternity” in children’s 
lives by pointing children to the truths of God’s Word. 

Sometimes teachers see the results and rewards of their labors almost 
instantaneously, and sometimes it takes years for these seeds to 
sprout into plants of blessings. That part is in the Lord’s hands. A 
teacher’s call is simply to prayer, study, hard work, and faithfulness.  

The following piece is a letter which I read many years ago in The 
Church Herald and clipped and saved. For any and all of you who 
have had joyous days as well as some challenging and frustrating days 
teaching Sunday School (and haven’t we all ?), this letter is for you. I 
hope it touches you as it did me.  

“Dear Sunday School teachers:   

You probably don’t remember me. I was one of many little girls who graced your 
Sunday School class. I came to you dressed up in dotted swiss and patent leather, 
looking like somebody’s darling, but sincerely wishing I were somewhere else. I 
squirmed and fidgeted during your story of Noah and said I didn’t care why God 
sent the flood; I wanted my daddy! In junior high I was the one who passed notes to 
Tommy under the table, the one who tricked Paula into reading the 7th chapter of 
the Song of Solomon for a Sunday School devotional; the one who insisted you 
explain whom Jesus would decide to save if two people were drowning.   

I was the one in the college class (just 
before I dropped out entirely) who asked 
you, as you spoke of God’s unconditional 
love, if it really mattered anyway, since 
rumor had it God was dead.  

But one dreadful night, dear teachers, my 
world crashed in around me.  Fear and 
bitterness and depression threatened to 
push me across that fine line that 
separates the rational from the irrational.   

In my utter desperation I cried out to the 
God you had assured me existed. I 
begged Him to rescue me from myself, to 
save me, to show me the way to Him. 
Jesus responded to me, dear teachers, 
through a verse you patiently prodded me to memorize one Sunday as I squirmed 
and fidgeted in my dotted swiss dress. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No 
man cometh unto the Father, except by Me.”    

He comforted me during that long, lonely night as I repeated that precious verse and 
others you taught me year after year. The truth and strength of those passages 
provided a lifeline at the end of my rope, a footbridge across that terrifying chasm 
between darkness and light. 

You probably don’t remember me, dear Sunday School teachers, but I remember 
you. How eternally grateful I will be for your patience, your persistence, and your 
love.  How sorry I am that I have lost track of you, and can’t come to you and hug 
you, and share with you my glorious (though belated) discovery that He lives! And 
He loves me, just as you said all along.”    

                                   -  Arlene Creswell  
                     Copyright, The Church Herald, 1981.  Used by permission.   
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Birth-
days 

January 25 
Grace Ipaye 

Annabelle Smith 
Mary Wesley Smith 

January 26 
Betty Hudson 
Paige Casey 

January 27 
Debbie Mitchell 
Melissa Shahbaz 
Lukasz Chandler 

January 28 
Ann Ryan 
Billy Egger 

Sanda Warren 
Whitney Wynne 
Gillian Forrester 

Ryan Dickey 
T.S. Lange 

 

 

 

January 29 
Linda Rutledge 

J.T. Aughinbaugh 
Meredith Arasaratnam 

Brian Gallagher 
Julie Kleberg 
Hunter Floor 

January 30 
Kenneth Riddle 
Doug Batchelor 

Birthdays 

7 

Baptism 

Mary McKay Martin 

daughter of  
Lindsay & Drew Martin 

granddaughter of  
Pam & Norman Robbins 

and Jimmie & Winston Martin 

niece of 
Ashley Martin  

and Haley & Norm Robbins III 

January 18, 2015 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers for Sunday, January 25 

are given to the glory of God  

at the Chapel altar 

in memory of Bob Rhoads 
 

ALPHA RETURNS. 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
ALL ARE WELCOME. 

The series which provides an 
opportunity to explore the questions 
of life and discuss the Christian faith 

in a friendly environment began 
Wednesday, January 21. 

The winter Alpha course continues 
on Wednesdays, with dinner  
at 6 p.m. in Moncrief Hall,  

running until 8 p.m. 
Childcare will be provided for 

children up through sixth graders. 

Requested Offering 
Envelopes for  

2015 will be on a 
table in the long  
hall leading to 
the kitchen.  



 

 

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church                                          

917 Lamar Street                                                                                   
Ft. Worth, Texas 76102                                                                                                       
817-332-3191, Fax: 817-332-9724                                                                       
Email: church@st-andrew.com 

SAINT ANDREW’S MESSENGER is published weekly, except 
bi-weekly during the summer and the week after Christmas, by St. 
Andrew’s Parish. Periodical postage is paid at Fort Worth, TX. 
USPS 5898-90.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to                                                                                       
917 Lamar Street Fort Worth TX 76102. 

 The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, D.D. Bishop                                                              
 The Rev’d Dr. R. William Dickson Rector                                           
 The Very Rev’d William N. McKeachie Vicar for Parish Ministry 
 The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary Director of Pastoral Care  
   & Spiritual Formation 

 Kendall Felton  Director of Student Ministries 
 Jason Runnels, PhD Choirmaster 
 Glenda Robinson Organist 
 Elisabeth Gray McKeachie Harpist 
 Judy Mayo Director of Children’s Ministries 
 Marsland Moncrief  Liaison to Women’s 
  Ministries 
  
 Peggy Rush Editor/Publications 

Mission Statement 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in 
the beauty of holiness and in Spirit and truth; to win the lost 
to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and 
empower every member for ministry; and to spread God’s 
kingdom through charitable, righteous works locally and 
globally. 

Weekday Worship Schedule 

Tuesday 
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

Thursday 
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

Daily Schedule 
Monday, January 26 
11:50 a.m. Bill Nichols Bible Study, Moncrief 
Tuesday, January 27 
6:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Bible Study, Koslow  
   & Chapel 
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
1:30 p.m. Staff  Meeting, Koslow  
Wednesday, January 28 
12:00 p.m. Rector’s Bible Study, Koslow 
6:00 p.m. Alpha,*  Moncrief, Koslow, McFarland 
7:00 p.m. St. Andrew’s Choir Practice,* Choir Room 
Thursday, January 29 
7:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 
9:30 a.m. Women’s Morning Bible Study,* 
   Moncrief, Koslow 
7:00 p.m. Greek Class, McFarland 
11:30 p.m. Messenger Deadline 
Friday, January 30 
Saturday, January 31 
8:00  a.m. Breakfast prep, Kitchen 
Sunday, January February 1 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
6:00 a.m. Breakfast Prep, Kitchen 
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 

8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief 
8:50 a.m. Prayer Troop Service,* Chapel 
9:15 a.m. Christian Education for all ages,* 
   Moncrief 
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion ,* Church 
10:30 a.m. Preschool Chapel,* Children’s Chapel 
  followed by  Second Hour  Sunday 
  School,* Preschool Rooms 
11:15 a.m. Optional Elementary Children’s Program 
  during  sermon,* Youth Room 3 
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Celebration,* Moncrief 
11:45 a.m. Children’s Choir,* Choir Room 
5:00  p.m. Evening Prayer,* Chapel  
  Followed by light refreshments  
  & Bible Study in Koslow 
6:00  p.m. Youth Night Super Bowl Party  

                *Nursery 

 

For more information about events  
please visit our webpage at  

www.st-andrew.com 

Prayer Chain Requests 
Names may be submitted to Carrie Brent 
at 817-738-6496 and/or Patti Parrish at 
parrishuc@mac.com.Permission 
should be obtained before submitting the 
name of someone other than oneself. 

Evening Prayer  
Sunday, 5:00 p.m.  

in the Chapel  

Refreshments  
and discussion in Koslow Library 

following the service.  

A nursery is available. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
This Sunday, January 25th 
after the 10:30 service ...a time to 

sow seeds for the future and a time to 
                                reap the joys of  last 
                                      year’s promises  
                                                   fulfilled! 

mailto:church@st-andrew.com
http://www.st-andrew.com
mailto:parrishuc@mac.com

